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NORTHUMBERLAND FEDERATION NEWS 
 

 
 
 
Federation Office:              Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn, NE13 6DS 
Federation Chairman:        Marjorie Read 
Federation Secretary:        Nancy Gash 
Office Hours:              Monday - Thursday 09:30 – 15:45   Office Closed Friday 
Contact us:               Tel: 0191 217 0808    Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk 

Check us out on:  Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk    FB: www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/  
 

Chairman’s Update 
   I can’t quite believe the pace that is now prevailing as events 

begin to take off and WIs begin meeting again. I have no time 

left in the week to just sit and read for an hour or so any more. 

It was only a few short months ago we were wondering when 

we would get back and now, Advisers are going out doing 

Annual Meetings, WIs are celebrating significant birthdays 

and Cresswell House is starting to buzz again which is 

indeed a lovely feeling.  

We have already held a Paper Cutting class and Sue Malloy 

has delivered one of her cookery Masterclasses and of course the 

Public Affairs team put together an array of things made by members during 

lockdown for display on WI Day on 16 September. Thank you to those who 

contributed in whatever capacity. If you were there, you would have met Kathryn 

Archibald’s delightful rescue dog Laila who joined us as an associate member from 

Alnmouth WI. She definitely stole a few hearts. 

When you read this message the heats for the quiz would have taken place, as well 

as the Council Meeting, and along with all WIs we really are now beginning to plan 

ahead to “you know what”. Yes it will only be about twelve weeks to go to Christmas 

and even less to our celebration at St Nicholas Cathedral on Thursday 2 December. 

The Board are busy planning a joyful celebration and look forward to welcoming 

members to the refurbished cathedral. 

Later this month I will be attending the National Council Meeting of all Federations 

which this year will once again be held via Zoom and of course it is always 

interesting to find out how things are going in other Federations. One thing that 

seems to be an issue for all of us is the lack of fully trained WI Advisers and we in 

Northumberland are no different. We have one new trainee ready to begin her 

training very soon but we would still like to have more Advisers and so if anyone is 

thinking about the job and what it entails do let us know via the Office. The Board 

and Membership Support Committee would be more than happy to have a morning 

or afternoon where you could come along to find out from Advisers what the job 

really entails and discover how rewarding it is to start up a new WI and see it flourish 

as well as carrying out Annual Meetings and giving advice to WIs. 

Finally a big thank you to all those WIs who have invited me to their special events. 

In September Barbara Kilkenny and I joined Broomhill WI in celebrating their 100th  

birthday. I did a flower demonstration at Lesbury and finally attended a lovely 

afternoon at Cullercoats WI to remember friends that they had lost during lockdown 

and welcome the new members that have joined them. 

Whatever you have done, I hope that it was enjoyed by your members. For the first 

time in a long time I can say with sincerity that you have all been marvellous and I 

hope that I will actually see many of you before the end of 2021. 

                                   Marj x  

OCTOBER 2021 

Highlights this Month: 

• Federation Quiz 

• Christmas Celebration 

• Help for Treasurers 

• Darts & Dominoes 
Competition  

• Christmas Pudding 
Beetle Drive 

• Murderous Walks 

• Cooking Demos, 
Marzipan Fruits and 
more 

• Breast Awareness 

• Speakers Corner 

• Members Information 
Contributions from: 

Thropton, Kirkheaton, Nth 
Sunderland & Seahouses, 
Gosforth Central, Catton    

 -100 Club - 
1st Hartford Bridge WI 

189   

2nd Noreen Birnie 
187 Hedgley WI 

3rd Margaret Blackett 
99 Heddon on the Wall WI 

 

Secretary 
Enclosures: 

WI Handbook Sect 5 

2022 Northumberland 

News order form. 

Celebration at the 

Cathedral. 

Food Demo and Tasting 

for Party Food and 

Christmas Food. 

Festive Paper Cutting. 

Marzipan Fruits. 

Christmas Pudding Beetle 

Drive. 

Santa in a Box – 

Christmas Craft Day. 

Darts & Dominoes 

Competition 2022. 
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News from the Committees… 
 

Membership Support – Prudence Marks 
Face to face meetings are starting to pick up again and Annual Meetings are now in full swing. It is quite amazing 

how many WIs in this Federation have new members and the Advisers are receiving requests from prospective 

new members to help them choose a WI to join. We welcome all new members to WIs and sincerely hope that they 

will enjoy their membership. It is up to every WI to warmly welcome new members and to encourage them to make 

the most of their membership. 

If there are any Treasurers who are having any problems with filling in the financial statement, then please 

telephone Rosie Harden-Vane (her number is in the Yearbook).  She will be more than happy to sort out any queries 

you may have. Rosie will be running a Treasurers Workshop in the Spring.  

We are pleased to announce that the new WI Handbook is available from Cresswell House at a cost of £5. I do 

advise every WI to buy one of these as it contains all the latest up to date information needed to run a WI. 

Have a good month and stay safe. 

Combined Arts – Moira Bengtson 

Hello again – doesn’t the time fly 

from one month to the next!!? We 

have sadly had to cancel the 

Calligraphy event which was to take 

place on Wednesday 22 

September as there were only two applicants, so we’re 

hoping for more support for the following two on 6 and 

19 October. I fully understand that many of us are still 

very wary and concerned at being out and about, and 

mixing with others, but at Cresswell House we are 

totally aware of the dangers and make every effort to 

stay safe. Our members are our first priority and 

precious to us, and we look forward to being together 

and supporting each other on the path to our new 

version of normality. I’m looking forward to seeing as 

many as possible at the Council Meeting at the RGS 

on 2 October – and would be delighted to see even 

more at any of our Cresswell House events...details 

coming soon!!   

Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny 

We hope you like our new title as we think LEISURE 

covers all our events whether they be active or 

inactive, physically or mentally challenging. 

I am delighted to announce some new 

events. The application form for the 

Darts and Dominoes Competition for 

2022 is with your Secretary. The 

Committee is aware that there are issues 

with distances involved for some matches and venues 

can also be a problem, especially for darts matches. 

However, I am always delighted to hear that once 

arrangements are made you all enjoy meeting up with 

other WIs and value the friendship and hospitality you 

find.  The pandemic has led to a change in timing for 

running  this event,  which might prove to be better for 

 

you. The closing date for entries: Monday, 10 January 

2022.  

Hopefully, your WI will have met by then. If not when 

you read this contact your Secretary and volunteer to 

be part of a team. The schedule will be with you by 

early February and any preliminary round matches to 

be played by the end of March. The other rounds would 

follow over the Spring and Summer with the final in late 

September or early October. Cost per team is £9.00. 

At Cresswell House on Thursday 9 December is the 

Christmas Pudding Beetle Drive. An afternoon of fun 

to bring in the festive period, which hopefully will be a 

happier time for us than 2020. As always I hope you 

will be tempted by prospect of Christmas cake and 

cheese. Starts at 13:30 and ticket price is £7.50. This 

includes refreshments but please let me know if you 

have any dietary requirements. 

Application is via the WI Secretary if your WI is open. 

If not, members can apply direct to Cresswell House 

by telephone or email. Do not send any money with 

application as this will be requested with confirmation 

of your place/s. Payment will be required within one 

week of that confirmation or place/s given to another 

applicant. 

Reminder. Tai Chi taster sessions on 10 and 19 

November. Hope to see you there. Keep watch - there 

is more to come in November’s Newsletter.  

Public Affairs – Pat Douglas 

Don’t forget the Murderous Walks in Newcastle on 

the 3 and 4 November, closing date Friday 15 October. 

A big THANK YOU to all those who brought along their 

handiwork from lockdown to the WI Day.  It was all very 

impressive and lovely to see members after such a 

long break. 
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Craft – Karen Coleman 

Well, it’s apparently time for mists and mellow 

fruitfulness, but as yet I am not quite ready to give up 

on the hope of an ‘Indian summer’. Is it really time to 

put away my sandals and go back into socks and 

boots? I don’t think so… 

After the last committee meeting when we finalised 

our plans for the end of 2021, there was lots of 

catching up. I will freely admit I have missed the 

camaraderie of the ladies who put in the behind the 

scene effort to get Craft events running smoothly.  

So, what can we offer you? It’s fair to say the final 

quarter of 2021 has lots of things for your 

consideration; We have Sue Malloy in the kitchen on 

two occasions for the start of the festive period:  

Party Food on the 4 November and then Christmas 

Food on 25 November, two occasions when you can 

make use of Sue’s extensive knowledge of foods 

sciences and taste trends. Once the food is set the 

decorations need to be looked at, so I will be offering 

a Festive Themed Paper Cutting session, which will 

include some card toppers and a framed festive 

picture to adorn your food table. This will be on 

November 13 at Cresswell House.  

So food is ready, tables are decorated with paper 

cuttings, what do you give as a gift..?  how about 

Marzipan Fruits? Made yourself under the expert 

guidance of Noreen Brent? Unique to each guest 

made with love from you, the perfect gift for the 

festive season, you will need to book a half-day 

session on 10 December   

What to give that special person? Something that 

shows your skill and ability to make something they 

can keep for ages (but you might want to keep this 

one for yourself?) a contribution to your special 

decorations you use each year but could be used to 

enhance your festive table. The Saturday session will 

be on 11 December 2021, where you will create a 

Santa in a Box, well actually it’s a triangular not a 

square box, bit more complex but a lot more 

attractive  

So, if you follow all the things we have on offer, come 

11 December you will be ready for anything the 

festive season throws at you!!  As not all WIs are 

meeting yet, please make a direct booking with 

Cresswell House as soon as you can.  

Oh, what joy it was to see the concentration on the 

face of the first "back to business" craft event at 

Cresswell House.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

Five lovely ladies completed the animal themed paper 

cutting day... they had a great day celebrating the 

return to crafting made better by the inclusion of cake. 

Treasurer – Norma Birch 

There have been some requests for information from 

WIs about sub-committees holding funds. A sub-

committee CANNOT hold funds. Therefore, all monies 

received and all expenses incurred, must always go 

through the WI’s bank account and should be managed 

by the WI Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer. This 

information can be found in the WI Handbook 2021 at 

section 5 and a copy of the relevant page is included in 

this month’s Secretary mailing for information.  The 

Handbook is available on MyWI and on unofficial 

Facebook  

Just a reminder that when writing cheques to the Office 

to make them payable to Northumberland Federation 

of WIs not NFWI (as this can be confused with 

National). Thank you. 

Members Information 
 

Afghanistan Appeal 
Thropton WI collected bedding towels and clothes 
on Saturday 11 September from members and 
locals which are being taken to donation centres. 
Enough to fill two cars and a trailer!  
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Members’ Information  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sitting in the Sun - Alison Kingston 

The North Sunderland and 
Seahouses WI have this week 
celebrated in the sun with an 
afternoon tea as the guests of our 
President, Judith Stephenson. As 
you will see from the photograph a 
good time was had by all. For the 
last 2 months we have been  
catching up  for a coffee  and a chat 
at one of our local coffee shops but we are all very much looking forward 
to our regular monthly meetings starting again from September. 

Kirkheaton thank NHS  

To mark the NHS and 
Frontline Workers Day, 
ladies from Kirkheaton WI 
served teas at Capheaton 
Hall’s Open Garden event. It 
was lovely to be together 
again and to be able to send 
£410 pounds to the NHS 
Charities Together 

Free Breast Awareness Talks 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and 

Wear It Pink day is on 22 October 2021. The 

Newcastle Breast Screening Service is offering 

free talks to WIs on breast awareness and the 

breast screening service. Erika Ridley is a health 

promotion officer and is happy to travel anywhere 

in the Federation to give her talks. If you would be 

interested in this, you can contact her by email at 

erika.ridley@nhs.net or phone 0191 282 0304. 

Come on ladies this month get wearing pink! 

“Wor Bella” 

Ashington WI had Ed Waugh who’s a North 

East award-winning playwright and has a 

new theatre production called "Wor Bella". 

The production is about the role the 

munitionettes took in WW1, how women’s 

football came about and the success of 

Blyth's Bella Reay. Ed speaks with such 

passion and knowledge of the subject and is 

a strong advocate for women rights. He does 

not charge a fee - would recommend him to 

anyone. Our WI thoroughly enjoyed his 

presentation. Further information on his 

website: https://www.worbella.co.uk/  

Catton’s Tea on the Green – Margaret Robinson 

Catton WI invited people from the community to join them for tea and cake on the 

village green on Saturday 11 September. We also had a produce stall, and one for 

secondhand items and a WI promotional table. 

We were so lucky with the weather as the sun shone and people kept coming! We 

gained signatures from 9 women who wish to join and we made £361.55!  

So, a huge thank you to everyone who supported us' 

Speakers Corner: 
 

The Cherry Pickers  

This group have played for many WIs in the past. They are 

a group of 5 musicians based in Hexham, who play 

Americana, electric folk, country and jazz music. 

For enquiries, contact Penny 

Grennan on 01434 609300 / 

07949 888382 You can email; 

pennygrennan@hotmail.com   

Fee: £120 for local bookings, 

£150 in the north of the 

Federation. 

Getting Together at Gosforth Central – Liz Bennett 

One of our Committee members received a cheque from the Asda Foundation for a 

massive £450 at Asda in Gosforth. It was awarded to the Branch from the Asda 

Foundation’s initiative “Bringing Communities Together”. 

Following what has been a very tough 18 months for a lot of people, Asda once again 

generously supported community efforts and Michelle, at the local Gosforth Store, works 

hard to support community matters. Our application to the Foundation was based on 

running an event where each member would be asked to bring someone from their 

community to a “getting together again party” – to help lift spirits and celebrate. As a number  

of our members were still on holiday in September, we decided to have the party on 14 October. There’ll be entertainment, 

food, drink etc and we plan to follow it up with a separate Crafts evening.  Look out for the photos       
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