
Hello ladies 

I am delighted to tell you all that not only is The Council Meeting 

definitely going ahead on Saturday 2nd October but the RGS have fully 

opened the venue and so observers will be welcomed as in previous 

years. Please do get the word out to members and if you are not 

having a meeting in September (or if it has already gone) you can 

telephone the Office to request an observer’s place at a cost of £7. 

I am very much looking forward to taking my first meeting as your 

Chairman and the first one since April 2019. Our afternoon speaker is 

Lesley Smith who many of you will have seen do Sex and the Tudors 

but this time we are to meet Mary Queen of Scots and learn about 

her. Knowing Lesley it will be great fun. 

I would urge all WI’s to send a delegate as this year they will be 

required to vote on behalf of their WI and I don’t just mean on the 

adoption of all the reports. 

As you remember last year, due to Covid, National gave us all three 

free month’s membership and confirmed that from 2021 the annual 

subscriptions would due on 1st April each year instead of 1st January. 

This makes a lot of sense and also gets over the problem of many WI’s 

that don’t meet in January. With all of this in mind our Accountants 

have advised us to change the Federation accounting year end and 

thereby also changing the date of our Annual Council Meeting 

The Board of Trustees have discussed this proposal and are in 

agreement with the change and we will be asking for your approval to 

hold future Annual Council Meetings in late September/early October 

each year.  

The Board, Nancy and myself are looking forward to seeing delegates 

and observers on 2nd October for a great meeting. 

Marj 


