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NORTHUMBERLAND FEDERATION NEWS 
 

 
 
 
Federation Office:  Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn, NE13 6DS 
Federation Chairman: Marjorie Read 
Federation Secretary: Nancy Gash 
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 09:30 – 15:45   Office Closed Friday 
Contact us:    Tel: 0191 217 0808    Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk 

Check us out on:   Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk    FB: www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/  
 

Chairman’s Update 
As the children return to school and the evenings start to draw in we all know it’s 

September and for many of us we wonder how we have arrived at the ninth month of 

the year so very quickly.  

I hope that if you did have a holiday it was enjoyable and that you are now fully 

refreshed and ready to re-commence WI meetings and events after eighteen long, 

difficult months. As you can see the Federation and Committees are springing back 

into action (well actually charging full tilt might be more appropriate) and I hope that 

you are all filling in the application forms for what is on offer. A lot of thought and effort 

goes into creating these courses for members. It is often driven by what members have 

indeed requested and therefore your support is essential for classes to go ahead.  

As Team GB has done so well at the Tokyo Olympics perhaps now is a good time to hand out some thank you’s 

around the Federation as Team Northumberland has performed magnificently in keeping up spirits through the 

darkness of Covid 19.  

Although the Office was closed to visitors and for meetings in accordance with Government guidelines, work went 

on as normal with Nancy working from home with the computer and telephone being transferred and visits made 

to the Office to collect post. It was not long before Nancy was back in the Office but still with no admittance to 

visitors until it was deemed safe to do so. Thank you Nancy for keeping everything up to date during such a 

difficult period. 

Officers continued to meet to discuss and pass on whatever was being sent out from 

National and the Government and their personal support to me was outstanding as was 

the help provided by the full Board of Trustees and WI Advisers who made sure that 

they maintained contact with individual WIs to ensure that they were managing to deal 

with any issues as they arose. 

Presidents of individual WIs kept in touch with their members with many WIs creating 

their own Newsletters and making gifts for members and holding Zoom meetings which 

I know was very much appreciated. I wonder how many of you are going to continue to 

produce your own Newsletter each month? 

Finally, thanks to all of Team Northumberland’s extraordinary members who kept in touch with their fellow 

members and who went the extra mile in their own communities. 

I can’t mention you all individually but from me you all deserve a big gold medal and I hope that you enjoy your 

first face to face meetings in a long time.  

Since the last Newsletter I have already been out to Warden in Hexham to an afternoon tea to celebrate their 

Centenary year and had the honour of unveiling a new banner designed and made by Dorothy Bowman and 

Jenny Crisp to mark their centenary. It is a stunning piece of work and I hope that many of you will get the 

opportunity of seeing it for yourselves.  I shall also soon be visiting Newbiggin by 

the Sea for their Annual Meeting so I definitely feel that things are returning  

to where we want them to be and long may that continue.   

              Marj x  

SEPTEMBER 2021 
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News from the Committees… 
 

Sports and Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny 

The Committee are excited to enclose our first event application form for a choice of  Tai Chi 

sessions in November. The dates are Wednesday 10 November or Friday 19 November with 

Noreen Brent as instructor. The venue for both is at Cresswell House at 11am until 

approximately 13.30 pm. A light lunch (cheese, biscuits and cake) is included in the price of 

£7 per member. The closing date is 27 October 2021. Application is via the WI Secretary if the 

WI is open. If not, members can apply direct to Cresswell House by telephone or email.   

Do not send any money with application as this will be requested with confirmation of your place/s. Payment will 

be required within one week of that confirmation or place/s  given to another applicant. 

In the next Newsletter look out for application forms for Christmas Beetle Drive on 9 December and for the Darts 

and Domino Competition in 2022. Monday, 16 May 2022 has been confirmed as the date for the Domino Drive 

at Stannington Village Hall. 

We do hope you can support us at these events as we try to return to a more normal “WI experience”. Events at 

Cresswell House will follow all necessary Covid 19 guidelines. We are looking forward to seeing you. 

 

Combined Arts – Moira Bengtson 

At long last our 

Combined Arts 

Committee convened 

for the first time – 

socially distanced – and 

somewhat subdued as 

there’s still that strange 

feeling about meeting in 

person isn’t there? We all agreed that Covid19 has 

affected us all in one way or another, some in very 

serious ways and others only ‘top surface’ but we all 

agreed that we have a positive “Arty” future to look 

forward to. We intend to organise some interesting and 

hopefully varied events but agreed that for the moment 

they must be small and self-contained...more to come 

on that very soon! 

In the meantime, writing this at the beginning of 

August, I do hope that you all enjoy the Summer and 

the freedom that we’ve missed for so long – albeit from 

behind a mask and still with gentle distancing – and 

that we can soon enjoy singing freely and dancing 

wildly as though no one is watching...I can’t wait to 

organise another “Music Rocks” event!!! 

Craft – Karen Coleman 

The Craft Committee is based around 12 

hardworking dedicated volunteering ladies who have 

skills/interests in crafts, food and flowers, and all that 

it entails. We now need some more committee 

members. Could that be you? We meet on a regular 

basis up to 4 times a year, to plan and discuss what 

we can offer to the Federation membership, (there is 

always cake) either based on our own skills or on 

those of external tutors. 

 

To ensure you are not out of pocket your mileage for 

attending meetings is paid.  

We plan the day’s activity and one of us will act as 

‘host’ to the tutor, meeting/greeting the attendees as 

well as making sure the tutor has everything needed 

for a successful day, including any Covid19 

precautions like cleaning down tables.  

We are also responsible for any competition days, 

planning the schedule to make it as attractive as 

possible for the members. On the day we set out the 

layout, we act as stewards for the judges then 

supervise the visitors as well as deal with any queries 

about how judging is done. 

Craft Committee does smaller events of less than 12 

attendees, like the paper cutting we have planned 

this year. This means as part of the Committee you 

get to see and learn a lot about different crafts within 

our remit. 

So, would you like to think about joining us? If so, 

email to kacoleman1@outlook.com or phone the 

Office. We can have a chat initially then meet up at 

Cresswell House with other committee members to 

see how you like us, but really it 

will involve tea and biscuits 

if not cake!  

The Craft Committee are 

sad to lose another 

member, as Enda Moscrop, 

who has been the bringer of 

many a good idea but has 

decided to focus on other 

things at this time. 

mailto:kacoleman1@outlook.com


Page 3 

 

 

Public Affairs – Pat Douglas 

The 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference, 

also known as COP26, is the 26th United Nations 

Climate Change conference.  It is scheduled to be held 

in the city of Glasgow under 

the presidency of the United 

Kingdom from Monday 1 

November 2021 - Friday 12 

November 2021.  Around 

70 delegates will be 

attending from countries 

around the world.   

Hundreds of cities, private companies and other non- 

government organisations (NGOs) have pledged to 

achieve net zero carbon by 2050.  The NFWI is one 

such NGO admitted to the conference as an observer. 

Treasurer – Norma Birch 

Thank you to all WI Treasurers who have sent in copies 

of the Financial Statements. In order to ensure 

consistency a Treasurer’s Workshop is being planned 

as soon as possible. So, watch this space.   

 

 

 

Membership Support – Prudence Marks 
As I write this, I can hardly believe that we are galloping 

through August at such a speed and when you read this 

we will be in September, thinking of planning our 

meetings once more.  

I do know that there are some WIs that have been able 

to have virtual meetings, and some have met up in 

gardens, but I think the majority have not been able to 

do so.  

At the moment, I am feeling totally washed out and quite 

exhausted, having run so many laps in the stadium in 

Tokyo, jumped as high and as long as was possible, 

swum as hard as I could until I felt that my heart would 

burst but it was the pole vault that really finished me 

off!!!!!  It has been a wonderful games despite 

everything and has been a great success all round. 

I feel quite sure that you will all be just as enthusiastic to 

get your meetings up and running once more. However, 

please remember that the pandemic is still here with us 

so take care. 

Wishing you every success with your future meetings. 

 

 

Members’ Information 

 

Invitation to Honour Members – Kim Suleman 

At our meeting on Wednesday 22 September, Cullercoats 

WI will be honouring past members, Mavis Milburn and Joy 

Rayner. All Northumberland Federation members who knew 

these ladies are invited to join us at this social meeting when 

we will spend time remembering their contributions to both 

Cullercoats WI and to the Federation. The meeting starts 

2pm at the Linskill Centre, Linskill Terrace, North Shields, 

NE30 2AY, which is a Covid Secure environment. Please let 

us know if you would like to join us by calling Kim Suleman 

on 07813 951 477.  

Light refreshment, please bring you own mug. 

Saturday 13 November is World Kindness Day  
The main objective is to encourage us to spread kindness 

with small gestures. The main tradition of the day is to be 

kind and to try and encourage kindness to prevail over 

hatred.  Whether it is helping someone with a bit of house- 

work or shopping, taking the time out to ask how someone 

is coping and having a cuppa with them or complimenting 

them. The name of the game is kindness and we all have 

it in us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“to highlight good deeds in the community focusing on 

the positive power and the common thread of kindness, 

which binds us.” 

Fancy a blind date with a 

book? 

Next time you are in Cresswell 

House please take a look at our new 

stall. Pick a book, any book and 

leave a donation of £1 (paperback) 

£3 hardback. No book donations 

required. 

Your generosity is much 

appreciated in this to help to 

purchase tea and coffee. 
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Prudhoe get a bit flushed! – Alison Scrimshaw 

For our July meeting we had a Zoom talk by Liza Jones about what 

happens "Behind the bathroom door." 

Liza told us the history of bathing from the Egyptians to the 

Romans right through history to the present day. For the Romans 

it was a social event however by the medieval times washing had 

just about vanished.  

George Jennings designed the flush toilet which 

was exhibited at the Great Exhibition. Visitors 

were charged 1d to use it and 83,000 did – I 

wouldn't want to clean that toilet!  

Some interesting facts were that there were no 

bin collections in 1948, no running water for 

many.1951 census showed that 1 in 3 houses 

had no bathroom, and in 1978 only 43% had a 

bath every day.  

There was also talk on the 

development of soap, toothpaste, 

shampoo and deodorants. I am quite 

relieved that I live now in the 21st  

century as it would probably have 

been quite smelly back then. 

Alnmouth War Memorial Centennial Commemoration – Kathryn Archibald 

On Sunday 24 July, Alnmouth WI ladies led a collaborative community project to 

honour the Centenary of the Alnmouth War Memorial.  

The original idea came from two members, Pam Muggleton and Celia Collinson, 

who wanted to write and post tributes around the village to tell the stories of the 

men and women who lost their lives and are remembered on The War Memorial. 

It started as a simple story telling idea, but very soon grew into a much larger 

endeavour which involved over 1500-woman hours, multiple activities and 

collaboration with five other local organisations.  

In addition to the heroes’ stories, member Mandy Turner created a Tribute Trail 

map to show the locations of the postings (from which we have created tea towels), 

30 ladies made and embroidered bunting under the watchful eye of Judith Williams; 

members Margaret Reece and Kathryn Brunton hand stitched and embroidered a 

wreath and member Margaret Mayfield created a floral tribute in the 

Northumberland colours. WI President, Janis Crook participated in a rededication 

service, we created a banner to communicate the activities and a local lady painted 

tribute stones. Of course, we also had a team of master bakers who delivered a 

menu of delicious, sweet treats and beverages.  

The Chair of the Parish Council in his letter of thanks summed up the WI 

achievement: ‘The Parish Council appreciate all the hard work of the WI in 

preparing The War Memorial, developing the tributes and installing the displays 

around the village. It has obviously been a huge effort and judging by the comments 

I have heard it has been much appreciated by residents and visitors alike.’ 

The pictures are of the Steering Team which consisted of project leader, Kathryn 

Archibald with Judith Williams, Celia Collinson and Pam Muggleton, along with a 

picture of the official rededication party which included a representative from the 

RAF, the Royal Navy, the Parish Council and a long-standing resident in addition 

to our President. The two wreaths are clearly visible, as is the bunting. The final 

picture shows one of the tributes which documents civilian casualties of The Argyle 

Street bombing and an octogenarian survivor. 

Heartfelt Thanks  

Karen Coleman (Shotley WI) 

has sent off the next 

 collection of bras to Against 

Breast Cancer, to raise funds 

for vital research; the bras 

then are  sent to  Africa  where 

the women are "protected" by wearing a bra from 
sexual assault. Thank you to each lady who has 
donated their used tired and worn bras. 

Secretary Corner 
This month’s enclosures:  Tai Chi 

NB: Closing dates for 2022 diaries and the 
Federation Quiz is the 3 September. 100 Club draw 
closes on 9 September. 

WI National Annual Raffle 2021: The closing date 
is 24 September 2021 – Don’t forget to send in your 
payment and stubs to National.  You’ve got to be in 
it to win it! 

100 Club Draw 
Drawn 11 August 2021 

1st 155   Cathy Railton - Shotley WI 

2nd 120   Peggy Wood – N/Sunderland &  

             Seahouses WI 

3rd   90   Marian Wilson -   Eglingham WI 


