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NORTHUMBERLAND FEDERATION NEWS 
 

 
 
 
Federation Office: Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn, NE13 6DS 
Federation Chairman: Marjorie Read 
Federation Secretary: Nancy Gash 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 09:30 – 15:45   Office Closed Friday 
Contact us:  Tel: 0191 217 0808    Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk 

Check us out on:  Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk    FB: www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/  
 

 Chairman’s Summer Message  
At last! – a good title for a song – the long awaited removal of lockdown restrictions has 

arrived, despite the fact that there may well be some local ones on transport, venue 

capacities etc. It’s a sunny morning and this afternoon I am going to celebrate, outdoors of 

course, the 100th birthday of Warden in Hexham WI and I am really looking forward to seeing 

the ladies there. Happy birthday to you and any other WIs celebrating a birthday very soon. 

I have actually met up with other members outdoors recently, which has 

been lovely and next week Southridge Flower Club will be the first group 

back at Cresswell House for a long time. From there on it will be a positive 

flurry of events with paper cutting, food demonstrations and the WI Day 

tea and cake on the afternoon of Thursday 16 September, more details of that later in the 

Newsletter.  

Before I tell you more about a couple of future events I want to tell you of a strange occurrence at a recent Officers’ 

meeting. As usual we were ready to draw out the lucky recipients of the 100 Club Draw and, for those of you who 

have already spotted this strange phenomena, all three winners are from the same WI and hold consecutive 

numbers. So if you are interested in strange happenings, then being at that meeting where those numbers were 

randomly drawn by three different people and verified by a fourth person (our Federation Treasurer) I can confirm 

that it was truly amazing. Well done ladies, maybe you should all together buy a lottery ticket! 

In with this mailing is an application for the Council Meeting on Saturday 2 October at The Royal 

Grammar School in Newcastle. At this moment the RGS have not decided whether they will be 

going up to the normal capacity for the auditorium or not, but we do know that there will definitely 

be capacity for every WI to send a delegate.  

For this reason we are asking you to let us 

know if you will be sending a delegate and 

if, should the capacity increase, you would 

like any observer tickets. These will be priced at £7 per ticket 

but we do not want you to send any money yet as you will 

be invoiced for them if 1) the capacity is increased and 2) if 

you are successful in any ballot after the closing date. I do 

hope we are able to have observers and look forward to 

seeing many of you there where we will once again be 

entertained by Lesley Smith who many of you will remember 

doing Sex and The Tudors and the use of a certain citrus 

fruit. 

I expect that many of you will be resuming meetings as soon 

as your venue permits and I hope you enjoy the excitement 

of being together once again. For those of you venturing 

abroad or just having a “staycation”, I wish you all a lovely 

holiday filled with joyful memories of just being able to be 

out and about in a more relaxed atmosphere once again.  

                 Marj x    

AUGUST 2021 

Secretary Corner 
This month’s enclosures:  Yearbook amendment     
No 2. Booking forms for: Annual Council Meeting, 
Federation Quiz (previously emailed), Murderous 
Newcastle Tour. 

2022 Diaries: This is the last month the 
office is taking orders for diaries which 
are dark WI green and completely 
recyclable (apart from the ribbon). 
Priced at £5.50 they will make a useful 
stocking filler or raffle prize. If you wish 
to make an order please contact Nancy at the office. 

WI National Annual Raffle 2021: The closing date 
is 24 September 2021 - For a chance to win 
£10,000 don’t forget to send in your payment and 
counterfoils of your Raffle tickets to: The WI Raffle 
2021, NFWI, PO Box 4531, Maidenhead SL60 1GH. 
Tickets are £1 and the draw takes place on 8 
October 2021.  

100 Club Draw 
Drawn 13 July 2021 

1st 184   Anne Leech - Prudhoe WI 

2nd 185   Alison Scrimshaw - Prudhoe WI 

3rd 186   Linda Noble -   Prudhoe WI 
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News from the Committees… 
 

Public Affairs – Pat Douglas 

HM The Queen Platinum Jubilee 2022 
HRH Prince Charles wants us all planting trees to mark Her Majesty the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee in 2022. His aim is to create for the Jubilee a green canopy, it is to be 

called the Tree-bilee.   

The Federation has been working with local Councils 

to make our own Federation’s Green Canopy. We 

have been lucky in that we have been offered a FREE 

tree for each WI in the Federation, but as yet we don’t 

know what type or size they will eventually grow into. The trees we will be given 

will be slender ‘whips’, so you don’t need to be thinking about digging a 14-foot 

hole! 

Please let the Office know if you would like a ‘whip’, obviously we don’t know what type or eventual size of tree 

you will get but we do know it’s the start of our own Green Canopy. 

WI DAY    

On Thursday 16 September 2021 2.00pm - 4.00pm, to mark the day there will be a drop in afternoon at Cresswell 

House where tea and cake will be served. 

Many members will have been busy crafting or writing poetry or prose over this long lockdown period to fill the 

time and we would love to show your efforts.  Anyone wishing to submit something for display please take the 

item to Cresswell House, CLEARLY MARKED WITH NAME, WI AND CONTACT DETAILS by no later than 

Tuesday 7 September. This is a chance to catch up with other members and to see what we have been doing 

during lockdown. 

Murderous Newcastle  
Come and join us on 3 November at 2.30pm or 4 November at 11.00am for a guided walking 

tour in Newcastle which takes a look at some Newcastle murders in times past and the 

fictional murders in the novels of Ann Cleeves and Mari Hannah. Starting at the Castle Keep 

and finishing at the Lit and Phil. Each tour will be approximately one and a half to two hours 

long.  Application is via the WI Secretary if the WI is open. If not, members can apply direct 

to Cresswell House by sending an email to  federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk  or 

telephone 0191 217 0808.  Closing date is Friday 15 October 2021. 

 

Sports and Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny 
Our first Committee meeting since January 2020 (it 

seems like yesterday) concentrated on events for 

2022.  

The Darts and Domino competition 

will start in early spring and run 

through to late September. We plan 

to book Stannington village hall for 

the Domino Drive in May; the 

Summer Quiz will be in May / June. 

Bellingham have confirmed that they are excited to 

pick up on their offer to host the Car Treasure Hunt on 

a Sunday in September. Strolls will be calendared in 

and new ideas are being investigated. As ever, fresh 

ideas and your thoughts are always welcome. 

Applications for Tai Chi (10 and 19 November) will be 

with the September Newsletter as we wait to see what 

numbers we can work with.  

The Xmas Beetle Drive (9 Dec) form will be with the 

October Newsletter hopefully with our usual numbers. 

It will take us all time to adjust to a level of normality 

but I hope the Federation events on offer give you 

something to look forward to. 

Treasurer – Norma Birch 

Just a reminder that all money coming in at meetings 

should be entered on page 1 of the Financial 

Statement. This includes income received at meetings 

that does not come under another heading e.g., 

refreshments, raffle, any commission from speakers, 

visitor charges if any. The other items should be 

completed as normal.  

This is nothing new for those that complete the 

Financial Statement regularly, but this has been 

requested to be clarified by new treasurers. 

mailto:federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk
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Craft – Karen Coleman 
The Craft Committee will, hopefully, by the time you read this, have had our first meeting, which will have been lots 

of chatter, cake and forward planning. Can I just remind you of what we have planned so far, once we can start to 

be active again? I need to stress that whatever National guidelines are Craft Committee events will be carried out 

with some restrictions in place. For example, lower numbers, more room, open windows, the wearing of masks 

inside the building until we are sat ready to start a session plus, we will be very respectful of the Covid / cleaning 

policy the Federation currently observes for events taking place. 

So, ladies we are offering in September - Paper Cutting themed on animals and also themed on flowers, cookery 

demos with Sue Malloy themed on food from your holidays, then the quiche master class. 

In October we are offering the Fish Friday food demo with Sue and the repeat of the quiche master class workshop. 

On the theme of Halloween, we have a floral workshop with Alison Scrimshaw. 

Please try to support us as best you can - until WIs are meeting in their own locations you can apply directly to the 

Office to book a place. If an event is oversubscribed, it will go to ballot and everyone successful or not will be rung 

so ensure your details are correct when you book.  

Next month our Festive themed events will be announced... I know you think it’s too soon but the lead in time is 

long so that everyone, regardless of where they live or when their WI meets, has equal and fair access to event 

information.  

So, ladies it’s the middle of July as I write this. I do hope the events go ahead and we can all start to join together 

to be ‘ordinary’ again.  Stay safe, be kind and be considerate. 
 

 

Members’ Information 

 

The WI will be supporting 

The Climate Coalitions 

plans for the Great Big 

Green Week from 18 - 26 

September 2021. This 

will be a national week of 

events on climate action!  

You could organise a community stall, a park clean-up or get 

together to do some planting in your local area.          Find 

out more at https://greatbiggreenweek.com/get-involved/  

Warkworth WI – Kate Burnham 

The Royal British Legion are celebrating their Centenary this 

year and in particular, the Warkworth Branch is 

commemorating 100 years since its foundation. The WI have 

marked this occasion by installing banners and a display of 

poppies on the bridge in the village. Members of the Craft 

group have held socially distanced sessions recently and 

made a hessian banner which has been hung between two 

trees in the Millenium Garden near the bridge. 

The crafters have worked hard, and their work has been much 

admired. 

 ~ THE GARDEN PARTY ~ 

Written by Glynis Evans 

Arriving at Lorna’s, we’d never have guessed. 
Our hostess, to greet us, so beautifully dressed. 

In a mop cap and apron all crafted with care 
By Lorna, whose skills are beyond all compare. 

 And into the garden, a beautiful scene. 
Abundant with colour and all so pristine. 
The rain didn’t dampen our spirits at all, 

 As we marvelled to see such a fabulous scene. 

 Hats were so fancy, and chatter nonstop. 
As we wandered the garden, fingers crossed rain would stop. 

The winning hat, Judy’s, a well-deserved prize 
Imagination and skill that could not be disguised. 

 The cakes were delicious, refreshments aplenty.  
Cups were refilled and some never empty! 

What a day it has been, and enjoyed by us all 
Thank you to Lorna, we all had a Ball. 

 

Ponteland Party Girls – Rachel Bowey Bland 

Ponteland Village WI members have been very active in our 

subgroups over the last few months, and it has been 

amazing to see new friendships grow. We had a summer 

garden party at a member’s house - there were 26 of us - all 

within the Covid rules, a hat competition with a group photo. 

One of our members made a poem about it too.   

https://greatbiggreenweek.com/get-involved/
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Busy as bees at Prudhoe WI – Ann Leeche 

Prudhoe WI has had a busy month joining in with other WI 

Zoom meetings and our own. In May we had a very 

interesting talk by Richard Rickett about bee keeping. We 

learnt just how integral bees are to our whole eco system. We 

are now being more thoughtful about the type of plants we 

put into our gardens. 

Our June Zoom meeting was by 

David Hastings who used to be 

a deck officer in the merchant 

navy. He told us very moving 

stories about the incredible 

courage of  the  RNLI.  Through 

a selection of pictures, he told the stories of some heroic 

rescues and some devastating tragedies. These men and 

women of the RNLI are true heroes in every sense of the 

word.  

On Saturday 12 July the ladies of Prudhoe WI all met in the 

park. We took a picnic and our seats or blankets and really 

enjoyed meeting face to face. Gradually things are getting 

better - long may they continue. 

Building castles at Bamburgh – Judy Cowan 

Bamburgh has been working hard over the past Covid 

months to spread the WI word by taking part in many 

Bamburgh community activities, the last being Bamburgh 

WI organising litter clearing during the Keep Britain Tidy 

fortnight in June. This particular event was much 

appreciated by visitors who encouraged their children, 

whilst picnicking in Bamburgh, to clean up after themselves 

and take their litter home. 

Our next community event is the much-enjoyed Bamburgh 

Sandcastle/sand sculpture competitions.  

These competitions are free and 

open to all on Friday 13 August 

2021. You can register your team 

between 10am and 12 noon at 

Bamburgh Pavilion and receive 

your competition flag.  This event 

provides a great time out for all the  

family costing nothing except imagination, endeavour and 

great fun. With the bonus of a prize for the best sandcastle 

and the best sand sculpture. Hope to see you on 

Bamburgh beach. 

Cullercoats WI say No to Plastic – Kim Suleman 

The ladies of Cullercoats WI in collaboration with a variety 

of local businesses and groups in the community have 

installed an amazing display in the windows of the 

Newcastle Building Society in Whitley Bay. 

In addition to two notice 

boards with information 

about the effects of plastic 

on the environment, we 

made suggestions how to 

make easy but useful 

swaps  and  showed good   

and bad items we use on a daily basis. Incorporated in the 

window displays are 

vignettes illustrating litter 

left on our local beaches, 

items to take on a picnic, 

a proggy mat created 

from plastic bags, a 

patchwork quilt and some 

fabulous artwork. 

None of this would be possible without all of Cullercoats WI 

members working together as a team and as President, am 

very proud of what we have achieved with this display.   

We wanted to highlight the issue and echo the WI National 

Campaign by showing the public how we can reduce plastic, 

how we can make changes in what we use and what we can 

recycle.  

Amazingly, I am pleased to say the display has attracted a 

lot of attention not only from the public and local businesses, 

but we have been interviewed by BBC Radio Newcastle, 

received a very supportive letter from Alan Campbell MP 

and a visit from the Mayor of North Tyneside, Norma 

Redfearn and the Member of the Cabinet for the 

Environment and Climate Change, Councillor Sandra 

Graham. 

WIs Say Thank You to NHS  
Bygate WI - Barbara White  

Our members have been 

wonderful and very keen to 

acknowledge the work of Carers 

within our community as part of 

the NHS Social Care and 

Frontline Workers Day with the 

donation  of  some  ‘Thank You’  

boxes to the staff at five local Care Homes. As one of our 

committee members has first-hand experience in the Care 

sector, we set about pulling together items 

for inclusion into our hand designed and 

decorated ‘Thank You’ boxes which were 

then delivered, along with handmade 

cards, to five local Care Homes.  Just a 

small gesture from our members, but one 

that was really appreciated.  
 
 

Eglingham WI – Pat Ives 

Members decided to organise afternoon 

tea with a difference. They baked cakes, 

sausage rolls, scones, made a variety of 

sandwiches and boxed these up with 

pots of jam, butter and tea bags. These 

were advertised in the local village 

magazine and orders were delivered on 

Sunday 4 July.    

More than £600 was raised and this will be donated to a local 

NHS charity.  

The photos show the contents of 

the boxes and the happy packers 

(L-R). Judith Price, Jane Comley, 

Gill Rollings, Joan Sharp, Marion 

Wilson, Tracey Gair, Romaine 

Barclay-Kim and Catherine 

Newton. 


