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NORTHUMBERLAND FEDERATION NEWS 
 

 
 
 
Federation Office: Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn, NE13 6DS 
Federation Chairman: Marjorie Read 
Federation Secretary: Nancy Gash 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 09:30 – 15:45   Office Closed Friday 
Contact us:  Tel: 0191 217 0808    Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk 

Check us out on:  Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk    FB: www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/  
 

 Chairman’s Update 
Here we are at last in the month when we finally and hopefully reach the end of lockdown 

restrictions on Monday 21 June. Many of you I am sure have managed to meet up with your 

fellow WI members outside in May and will now be looking forward to meeting inside once 

again. 

I am aware that some WIs have decided not to resume full indoor meetings until September 

and some will be a little apprehensive and have decided to include some form of caution at 

their first meetings. Of course this is to be expected. All WIs should re-start meetings in a 

way that is comfortable for the committee and  all their members. I wish you all well as you 

take this first step towards normality and very much look forward to hearing how your first 

indoor meeting in many months has been received by your members and indeed if you had 

a speaker or if you just chose to have a good old cuppa and natter. 

At Federation level the Board of Trustees are planning events for the rest of 2021 like the 

Quiz, Council Meeting and Christmas Celebration at the Cathedral as well as some 

Committee events to be held back at Cresswell House. Details and application forms for 

these events will be coming out to your Secretaries in due course and we all look forward 

to receiving your completed forms back at the Office. Don’t forget that we are always 

pleased to hear from you and welcome any suggestions on courses that you might like to 

see us put on. 

I have during the course of lockdown, attended several Council Meetings of Federations scattered around the 

country and it has been very interesting hearing their reports and speakers. I have to say that good as they are, 

two hours on Zoom doesn’t compare to being at a live Council Meeting but, on the plus side, I would not normally 

attend Herefordshire’s Centenary Council Meeting so it really is swings and roundabouts. 

Once again I am so pleased to be able to thank WIs for donating to Federation funds and this time my heartfelt 

thanks go to Cramlington and Guidepost & Sheepwash for their very generous donations. 

We have received several queries about the Centenary Bursary which as you all know 

should have been decided by now with the recipient getting their first part in September 

this year. Due to Covid and school closures it has been impossible to get the application 

information to all young women in their final year at educational establishments and 

therefore interviews and selections have also stalled.  

The money sent in for the next bursary is of course being held in our accounts and as soon as it is practicable 

then invitations to apply will be sent out and the usual selection will take place with the winner being mentioned 

in a future Newsletter. Thank you to you all for continuing to support this idea which was first agreed by all WIs 

as part of our Centenary celebrations and of which Claudia is currently the third person to have been chosen. 

Finally congratulations go to Michelle Brannigan, a member of Ashington WI and one of Northumberland 

Federation’s Independent Financial Examiners. She is a passionate campaigner on climate change and decided 

to stand in the recent local elections. I am pleased to say that she was successful on being elected to serve on 

Ashington Council and we wish her well in her service to her local community. 

Don’t forget to let me know how your first meetings go and if it was hugs all round!               

                                                                           Marj x  

JUNE 2021 

mailto:federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk
http://www.northumberlandwi.org.uk/
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http://www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/
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News from the Committees… 
 

Membership Support – Prudence Marks 
National Annual Meeting 2021  

We hope that the delegates enjoy the experience of "attending" the virtual Annual Meeting and that WIs are looking 

forward to hearing the reports.  Please ensure that your WI’s voting result on the ovarian cancer awareness 

resolution is conveyed to your delegate so that she is able to register your vote in accordance with the deadline set 

by National of 9 July 2021.  

Craft – Karen Coleman 

Well, crafting ladies and 

those who think crafting isn’t 

for them… come and try 

Paper Cutting. It’s simple, 

with just paper, bit of danger 

with the sharp scalpel and 

the joy of making something 

beautiful that doesn’t take 

days to produce…. 

On Monday 6 September I will lead a small class of 

ladies in the centuries old fine art of paper cutting, this 

class themed on animals meeting at Cresswell House 

for coffee at 10 starting at 10:30. Bring your own lunch 

but tea, coffee, biscuits and maybe there will be a cake.  

Everything will be provided for you to make 2 cuttings 

which you can frame before you go home, along with 

boards, blades and templates to have a very successful 

day. We will finish at 4 but you can take everything 

home, so you don’t have any UFO’s. It will cost you £20. 

Closing date - Monday 23 August.  

Then on Saturday 25 September there will be another 

day paper cutting, this one themed on flowers, at 

Cresswell House planned for 10 for 10:30 start. Same 

as the animal’s day, everything will be provided from 

paper to frames to tea and cake, again just your lunch 

will be needed, finishing at 4 again priced at £20. 

Closing date - Monday 6 September  

If either the floral or animal papercutting course is 

oversubscribed, the unsuccessful applicants will be 

offered another date. 

Also, we have the return of Sue Malloy to the 

demonstration kitchen, on Thursday 16 September 

doing ‘Food from your Holiday’ as we haven’t been 

able to get away this year or last year! Sue will re-create 

some delicious memory jogging dishes, talking you 

through the recipes with hints and tips. And at the end 

you will get a taste of the creations! It is 10:30 for 

coffee at Cresswell House for the demo to start at 

11:00, priced at £15. Can you think of a better way to 

spend a Thursday? Closing date - Monday 31 August. 

 

 
 
With Sue Malloy leading us step by step, we are going 

to run a series of Cookery Workshops where in a 

small group of three you can learn a basic cookery skill. 

We are starting with shortcrust pastry followed by 

pasta, genoise sponge and gluten free roulade at later 

dates. 

On Thursday 23 September we begin with Classic 

Quiche Lorraine. Meeting at 10:30 for coffee with 

workshop starting at 11:00, in this workshop you will 

make shortcrust pastry, both by hand and in a 

processor, and then use it to form the base of a classic 

Quiche Lorraine. The main ingredients of which are 

smoky bacon, Gruyere cheese, eggs and cream. How 

do you achieve a perfectly cooked filling and no soggy 

bottom? You will find out! This workshop is limited to 

three people and will last for 2 to 3 hours.  Everything 

is provided other than an apron and a container to take 

your Quiche home in. The closing date for this is 

Monday 6 September. If the workshop proves popular 

Sue will repeat it again for the unsuccessful applicants 

at a later date. Cost is £17.50.  

As this month the pandemic restrictions are being 

gradually relaxed, I can’t guarantee that each WI will be 

back in full action to allow you to complete a yellow 

application form, although they have been included in 

this mailing. You can make direct application to 

Cresswell House, naming the course and providing 

your contact details.   

Also worthy of noting is that all classes / demos will be 

on “reduced numbers” so that you can attend without 

worrying too much about cross contamination 

(something I thought I would ever write in the 

Northumberland News) as we are giving everybody 

extra space, so you and the tutors can feel comfy 

returning to Cresswell House.  

So, ladies, it’s time to blow the dust off your diary and 

make some plans. I am as keen as anyone to get back 

to having fun, but I am as cautious as you to do it slowly 

and safely. I do hope you will sign up for these initial 4 

events planned by the Craft Committee, I am looking 

forward to seeing you soon. 
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Combined Arts – Moira Bengtson 

Isn’t it lovely when 

something truly amazing 

happens when you’re least 

expecting it?  

Last week I took off the 

Combined Arts hat (it’s 

large with bright pink 

flowers and ribbons) and 

put on my WI Adviser’s hat 

(taupe / khaki in Fedora 

style with brown Grosgrain ribbon) as I was to attend 

Dinnington WI’s Zoomed Annual Meeting.  

We had a lovely meeting, and a delightful, informative 

speaker afterwards. Stevie Glover, who is a Celebrant, 

gives an excellent talk on her job and also manages to 

be President of Horsley WI in her spare time.  

Afterwards I just happened to mention that Combined 

Arts Committee were looking for new members...and 

Stevie said she’d love to join us! I’m delighted, as 

Stevie has a background of PR and publishing (think 

VIZ) and loves Drama!! Excellent times ahead, and 

we’re getting nearer to being able to hold events. Think 

photography, painting, music, art, tea parties... and if 

you too would like to join Combined Arts Committee, 

please let me know – we’ll even find you a hat! 

PS. A little bit of Combined ART homework for you. 

Please find last month’s Northumberland News and a 

nice soft lead pencil. Turn to the centre, find the photos 

of Board Members, and change my brassy blonde hair 

to it’s true silver grey please. Don’t you just love a bit 

of colouring in?!  Stay safe.  

Sports and Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny 

As the Roadmap appears to remain on course so our 

lives move forward and, mercifully, become less 

weather dependent, I would like to remind you that our 

Committee hopes to meet on 6 July - your ideas and 

requests would be much appreciated. At that meeting 

we will finalise details of events for the end of the year, 

at present Tai Chi and Christmas Beetle.  

I am happy to confirm that the long-

awaited (by the 4 teams involved) 

2020 Darts and Domino Final has 

been booked for Monday 27 

September at the Ridley Arms in 

Stannington. 

Meanwhile enjoy the extra freedoms that we have 

worked so hard to achieve... we will need to learn to 

hug cautiously. 

 

 

 
 

Public Affairs – Pat Douglas 

The sun is shining, in between showers, restrictions are 

being lifted and we are working towards some events 

for later in the year. Watch this space! 

ACWW – Marj Read 

As you will have read in my message, I have been 

attending other Federation Council Meetings. Although 

ACWW gets a short mention at these events it made 

me very proud to think about how we have raised 

money over the last years with our ideas such as the 

money in a water bottle, the lunch and flowers for the 

Dalit ladies and other things. I just want to thank you all 

for continuing to support communities in less fortunate 

areas of the world. Please be assured that when things 

get fully back to normal, we will have an event for 

ACWW. 

Let’s Celebrate Asparagus! 

As you read this 

newsletter, we will be 

in the middle of the 

English Asparagus 

season. It only lasts 

for a few weeks so 

why not make the 

most of it. This is a 

simple recipe that makes an excellent lunch or light 

supper. 

• Heat a griddle pan over a medium heat.  

• Add prepared asparagus and sprinkle with 

1 tablespoon olive / vegetable oil.  

• Cook for about 5 minutes. 

• Arrange the asparagus on serving plates.  

• Add some finely shaved Parmesan and 

some crispy pancetta.  

• Drizzle with a little Balsamic vinegar. 

Serve with good crusty bread. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

100 Club Draw 
Drawn on 17 May 2021 

1st 146   Jacqueline Gaughan  -  Wall WI 

 

2nd 132   Marion Stromsoy  -  Wylam WI 

  
3rd 193   Elspeth Marsh  -   Longhorsley WI 
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Secretary Corner 
If you are still to pick up your prizes from the Christmas Advent 
Raffle, please contact Cresswell House to arrange a time to 
collect them. Thank you. 
This month’s enclosures: 100 Club, Paper Cutting Animal, Paper Cutting 

Flowers, Cookery Demo Holidays, Cookery Workshop - Quiche Lorraine   
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Lockdown at North Gosforth WI – Jenny McLean 

Unlike some WIs, we have not held Zoom WI meetings, but we have kept in touch with our members 

via monthly newsletters which included puzzles, recipes and a couple of raffles for Christmas and 

Easter.  It has been fascinating to learn more about our fellow members as we shared news of 

childhood memories (stone hot water bottles, Virol, liberty bodices and Muffin the Mule to name a 

few), sporting and crafting achievements (we have a half marathon runner in our midst!), famous 

people we had met (The Rolling Stones, The Queen Mother and Alun Armstrong – again to name 

a few!) and special holidays!  Committee members have had regular telephone calls with their 

member “buddies” just to have a chat or to offer support during difficult times. 

Our gardens and books have been “life-savers” and, we have managed “socially-distanced” chats 

with each other whilst out and about. One member, Lynne, set herself the challenge of reading one 

hundred books at the start of the first lockdown and is now up to three hundred – luckily, she treated 

herself to a Kindle!   

As restrictions have eased, small groups have been walking locally – the photograph was taken with the prancing horse statue 

beside the Racecourse in Gosforth Park.  Before too long, we hope to resume the WI activities we all enjoy and, in the 

meantime, send everyone in Northumberland Federation best wishes from North Gosforth WI!!  

 

Speaker Recommendation – Sue Wilson 

Stannington WI were thrilled to have Lucy Allen 

talking on Zoom recently about her life as a stunt 

woman.  

Starting off as a child working on the wonderful film, 

The Railway Children through circus life on the  high 

ropes to floating in water in Titanic, Lucy had us gripped the whole 

time. Some of her film credits are Fast and Furious, Skyfall, Harry 

Potter, Star Wars and TV's Silent Witness. Rolling around on the floor 

with Idris Elba and being hit by a car in countless TV series, jumping 

with another stunt woman from a cliff top 65 feet into a load of 

cardboard boxes are the reason we all watch action pictures. You 

won't be surprised to hear that for relaxation Lucy goes skydiving! 

More recently she stars in her own talk on Suffragettes. The list goes 

on and on, falling from a balcony into a swimming pool on the set of 

AB FAB with Joanna Lumley etc etc etc. 

If you would like to learn more about Lucy, check her out on YouTube 

at:  http://ukstunts.co.uk   

Jesmond WI’s Poster Masterpiece for the Community Festival – Diane Walton 

As part of the Jesmond Festival, the Library agreed to have the windows decorated by member 

organisations and Jesmond WI was one of these.   

The Jesmond WI Window Display in support of the Jesmond Community Festival 2021 looked 

magnificent.  Huge thanks go to volunteers Dee, Annie, Julie, Gemma, Lynn and Sarah who met 

and put their creative minds together. 

In the construction of the wonderful masterpiece, they said:  

“We used the WI colours and tried to depict what the WI represented to us - the pages from the 

WI magazine as a background and then the Scrabble letters spelling out words associated with 

our group. The heart in the centre was to replicate our name badges and the cakes, tea and flowers 

were just some of the things that we felt represented the WI. We really enjoyed making it and 

sharing our love of creativity as a group!  We hope all of the members like it.”  

 
Be Cyber Alert!  

The North East Regional Cyber Crime Unit 

(NERCCU) is a dedicated law enforcement 

cybercrime unit.  Working as part of the three North 

East police forces (Cleveland, Durham and 

Northumbria) under the name North East Regional 

Special Operations Unit (NERSOU).  The unit works 

toward the serious and organised crime strategy to 

detect, defend and deter cyber-crime. Ensure you:  

• Download software updates regularly on all 

your devices. 

• Use a robust anti-virus checker and run full 

scans on a regular basis. 

• Do not use the same / similar passwords for 

different sites and change them regularly. 

If you have received an email which you’re not quite 

sure about, you can forward it to the Suspicious 

Email Reporting Service (SERS) at 

report@phishing.gov.uk.  

Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to 

7726. This free-of-charge short code enables your 

provider to investigate the origin of the text and take 

action, if found to be malicious. 

 

http://ukstunts.co.uk/
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk

