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Chairman’s Update
I hope that by now many of you will already have received your first vaccination for Coronavirus
as Dave and I have. It is at least the first step on the road to normal even if it has to be a new
normal for us all.
It is also the time of year when you are all reminded that your Annual WI Subscriptions are due
on 1st April. You will all remember that, in future, they will always be due in April rather than
January which is something that WIs and Federations have wanted for a very long time. By now
your own WI will also have been notified and given guidelines from National that, from this year,
individual WIs will have flexibility on the portion of the Annual Subscription that they retain. I
know that most of you are well aware of how the WI subscription is apportioned, but for those
of you who don’t, or in fact may just have forgotten, here is a brief reminder.
This year the full subscription is £44 and of this your own WI retains £21.60 to help with the cost of hall hire and
speakers etc, for the forthcoming year. The remaining £22.40 is sent to the Federation who keep £10.30 for each
member to assist with running costs and the remaining £12.10 per member then goes on to National to help with their
costs.
The new ruling on flexibility allows for each individual WI to decide if they wish to collect the full £21.60 or whether
they want to make a change and charge you a lesser amount or indeed no charge at all. The amount going to Federation
and National is non-negotiable and has to be paid for every member by the due date but, as you can see, the ruling on
the WI portion is quite a significant change.
What a WI does is up to them and will be impacted by their membership number and what they have saved or spent
over the last year. But one thing they cannot do, is charge any more than the full amount of £21.60 plus the £22.40
for Federation and National, making the total of £44. I know that many WIs spent money last year doing bags for
members and paying for Zoom speakers, so all WIs will have to think carefully about what they do. They will have to
remember that they must hold enough reserves to keep them going until the following year. If you need any more
information on this then your own WI Committee will have full details and it will also be on our website.
Once again I am astounded by the generosity of WIs around the Federation and have just received very substantial
donations from Bardon Mill, North Gosforth, North Sunderland and Seahouses, Stannington and Ulgham WIs. So thank
you very much for that ladies. I have been invited to some more WI Zoom meetings so at least I have something going
in my diary now. Ladies please remember if and when you do hold Zoom meetings that we don’t need to have any Jackie
Weaver moments, we are the WI after all! One wrong step and you may be “thrown out”.
I hope that by the time you are all reading this our previous Chairman, Hilary Robson is fully recovered from a fall which
left her with a broken wrist which can be very debilitating. I haven’t ascertained whether or not any vertiginous heels
played any part in this event but we all wish her a very speedy recovery back to full strength.
Finally and with great sadness I have to announce the death of former
Northumberland Board member and VCO (as Advisers were once known)
Kathleen Beale of Corbridge WI. Her mother Kitty McHugh had also been a
member at Board level being County Chairman in the 1960s. A card of
condolence has been sent to her family on behalf of the Federation.
Stay safe and smiling ladies. Don’t forget to change your clocks at the end
of the month.

Marj x

100 Club Draw
Drawn on 9 February 2021

1

st

Enid Booth
96
Heddon on the Wall WI

2

nd

Rochester WI

3

rd

Millie Priestnall
77
Nedderton & Bedlington WI

173
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News from the Committees…
Membership Support – Prudence Marks
I do hope that you are well and keeping warm during this wintry weather. By the time you read this you will all have
been informed by National of the change put in place regarding the annual subscription. There is a fixed amount to go
to National and also a fixed amount to go to the Federation.
When it comes to the amount to be paid to your WI it will be up to the Committee of your WI to decide how much
they wish each member to pay. During the pandemic some WIs have spent a lot of money producing all sorts of things
every month for their members and a lot of them have been very proactive which is absolutely wonderful. However,
there are others who have done very little, not even a phone call to ask how the members are surviving, resulting in
the fact that they have spent very little money at all. Many WIs have a buddy system where members of the committee
have a certain number of the members to contact every month. Every member of your WI is as important to the
future of your WI as any other member. It would be a good idea to let your members know how much money you are
holding and how you intend to use it in the coming year.
At the moment we have no idea how long restrictions are likely to remain in place or how or when they will be likely to
change. Remember that next year committees will have to set the amount paid to their WIs again and it will probably
not be the same amount every year. It will be totally dependent on the way each WI uses its money and what it is
prepared to do for its members.
Stay safe, keep warm and well.

Sports and Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny
Leisure. I think many, but not all, of us have had more
of this than we could ever have imagined. I have walked
and kept a photographic record of the
Hallå! last 12 months. I have watched TV. So
many Scandinavian dramas on All4 my
Swedish, Danish, Finnish and even Icelandic
are progressing well! Jigsaws and knitting
have fallen by the wayside.
Sport. My gym has been closed for most of the time
and not even Joe Wickes could inspire me to do online
classes. I need the coffee and chat with friends
afterwards to motivate me. However, we are now
blessed with snow. Sledges out ladies and off we go
down the slopes of Northumberland, even if only in our
imaginations.

Craft – Karen Coleman
Make a mask for Marj Competition!
Here are the photographs of Marj wearing those masks
that met the competition criteria. You can vote for
your favourite mask – each member can have one vote
and for one mask only. Please vote before 10am on
Thursday, 8 April 2021.
You can vote by phoning the Office at Cresswell House
on 0191 217 0808 (please leave a message if no reply) or
email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk. The
top TWO winners will be announced in May’s newsletter.
The
masks
will
become
the
property
of
Northumberland Federation to be worn at official
events by Marj.

I have had my first “jab” as many of you will have done,
so we hope that this, plus the road- map that Boris is
to share with us shortly will bring us a step closer to
some WI activities.

Public Affairs – Pat Douglas
SCAMS — Please be alert to possible scams, particularly
concerning Amazon who seem to be very busy on the
telephone at the moment.
1,300 year old Lindisfarne
Gospels
—
The famed
manuscript, dating back to
Anglo-Saxon England, will go
on show at Newcastle upon
Tyne Laing Art Gallery for
three months from September 2022. Fingers crossed
Public Affairs will be able to arrange a trip by then.

Vote for
mask 1,2 or 3
before
10am
Thursday
8 April 2021
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Members’ Information:
Norham WI Travelling Case – Susan Thorburn
We started out in 2020 looking forward to an exciting
programme of events in our WI. Unfortunately, Coronavirus had
other plans and since March 2020 we have been unable to meet
in person. However, this has not prevented us from staying in
touch with each other via telephone, letter, email and our
Facebook and Messenger groups. Some of our ladies have also
enjoyed the Denman at Home Zoom talks which have covered a
wide range of topics, all of which have been excellent. A few of
our members are also very active on the WI Wanderers
Facebook group which is providing support via Zoom coffee
mornings and a range of talks to suit every interest.
One of our most innovative ways of
keeping in touch was our President’s
inspired idea of filling a small
suitcase with various gifts and
activities (see photograph). The
case started its travels at the end
of October and as each
member receives it, following a period of quarantine, they can
take as many gifts from the case as they want and all we ask is
that they replace them with an equal number of gifts.
There are also several activities
to complete if they so wish, such
as knit a few lines of a poncho,
crochet part of a baby blanket or
share a favourite recipe.
So far, the travelling case has
been a resounding success and it
has provided very welcome light relief during these difficult
times. We are all looking forward to the time when we can meet
up again and at that point, we will be able to raffle any excess
gifts and hopefully a completed poncho and baby blanket!

Lady Denman Cup Competition 2021
This year's competition will be
held in partnership with The
National Gallery. “Let me show
you what a woman can do!”
Members are invited to submit a
piece of writing in no more than
500 words, fact or fiction in any
style based on the painting by
the artist Artemisia Gentileschi.
All documents relating to this year's competition are
available to download from My WI at My WI | Lady
Denman Cup competition
Entrants must submit 4 copies of their entry, typed
if possible, on A4 paper to Cresswell House no later
than Friday 30 July 2021.

Ashington turns Green to #showthelove – Michelle Brannigan
Every year Ashington WI takes part in the Show the Love campaign. Members
craft green hearts and in recent years have given these out to local councillors and
the Member of parliament for Wansbeck. Due to Covid restrictions, this year was
different but no less meaningful. Ashington WI decorated shop windows on the
High Street with handcrafted hearts , banners, a ‘Mother Earth’ figure and a
Bicycle. Each window presents ideas on how people can take small changes in their life to make a big impact
on the environment. We want to show the love for the planet and the biodiversity we have right here on
our doorstep. The campaign ran from 1 – 21 February and this year Ashington WI gave out crafted green
heart keyrings and pin badges as well as reusable vegetable bags which were found outside Melly’s beds
and carpet shop on Station Road and Ashington Fruit and Vegetable shop on Woodhorn Road.
We need our politicians and councillors to commit to building a cleaner, greener world that works for everyone.
Northumberland County Council now has an action plan and a clear goal to halve their Co2 emissions by 2025 and become net
zero by 2030 but we need to keep the pressure on, and we need to help them get the message out to the community that
everyone can make a small change that creates a huge impact.

Domestic Abuse
For information and support contact:
Police: 999 press 55 when prompted if you can’t speak
Victim Support: 24-hour helpline 0808 1689 111
Refuge UK: 24-hour helpline 0808 2000 247
Click here to watch: www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUJV-9wvdB8
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Keeping the place tidy – Jacqui Clark
Hartford Bridge WI litter picking group have been busy since August 2020 collecting a total
of 128 bags of rubbish from the Bedlington and Hartford Bridge areas. During periods when
we were not in lockdown following government Covid 19 rules and the Council litter picking
guidelines, our stalwart members have been out in all weathers to keep ‘Britain Tidy’.
This has proved a most rewarding activity for the ladies despite repeated littering to the
sites visited.
We have also had tremendous support from Northumberland County Council - a quick phone
call is all it takes to dispatch their refuse team to collect the filled rubbish bags.
Well done to everyone involved!

Prudhoe’s virtual Christmas Party – Anne Leech

Huxley Cup Competition 2021

We had our virtual Christmas party where members
wore their Christmas jumpers and had a glass of their
favourite tipple, mine was a G&T. The Committee
made up little bags for every member which had a
knitted fairy, a gold fir cone, fruit cake, sweets, a
little glass fairy and a Christmas card. The members
said they really enjoyed opening them, it was like
getting a Christmas stocking. Even the bags were
made with old WI news magazines.

Inspiring women across the country to create a greener and
cleaner place to live.

Hope you all had a good Christmas and let's hope 2021
brings hope and things getting back to normality.

Corbridge - Kathleen Beale
A very sad passing of Kathleen
Beale in January. A loyal friend to
many in Northumberland WIs
with her VCO work.
She was the daughter of Mrs K McHugh, past
County Chairman in the 60's. Kathleen will be
missed greatly in Corbridge WI.
Correction 100 Club Winner January Draw
We are terribly sorry that in February’s edition of the
newsletter the 100 Club winner was incorrect. It should
have read Fiona Maxwell of Cornhill on Tweed WI.

2021 Resolution Choices
The results in our Federation were as follows:

Title of Resolution
A call to increase awareness of the subtle
signs of ovarian cancer
Stop women dying prematurely of coronary
heart disease (CHD)
Racism and discrimination
Now’s the time to act! Protect your nature
space to create wildlife friendly communities
Stop the destruction of peat bogs to tackle
climate change
TOTAL NUMBER OF SELECTIONS

Total
721
293
114
138
206
1,472

WIs are invited to design a
planted area that could be
recreated within their local
community. The planted area
can be designed for any season
themed to reflect the spirit of the WI, local community,
or which tells a special story.
Members are encouraged to work together and submit a
design (or mood board), no larger than A3, containing a
sketched 2D design (birds-eye view), a clear explanation
behind the design theory, research undertaken during the
creation, colour schemes, examples and reasoning behind
plants and materials used, plus a clear, drawn image of the
finished planted area. It is up to the WI to interpret the
theme as they wish and decide whether to base their
design on a season or a theme. WIs must submit their
finished design directly to the National Federation for
judging (not via Federation Office). Deadline for entries is
Friday 27 August 2021.
The schedule and information are available on the MyWI
website at: www.mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/latestnews-and-events/enter-the-huxley-cup-2021

International Women’s Day 2021
#ChooseToChallenge
2021’s International Women’s Day is Monday 8 March. This
year’s theme is Choose to Challenge. We are all responsible
for our own thoughts and actions - all day, every day. We can all
choose to challenge and call out gender bias and inequality. We
can all choose to seek out and celebrate women's
achievements. Collectively, we can all help create an inclusive
world. From challenge comes change, so let's all raise our hand
and choose to challenge. #ChooseToChallenge / #IWD2021 /
#genderequal Let’s hear how you are supporting #IWD2021

2021 Diary SALE
There are still 2021 WI diaries available to buy
for the knockdown price of £3.00
(+postage). Get them while stocks last!
Email Nancy with your order at
federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk
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