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NORTHUMBERLAND FEDERATION NEWS 
 

 
 
 

Federation Office Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn, NE13 6DS 

Federation Chairman: Marjorie Read 

Federation Secretary: Nancy Gash 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 09:30 – 15:45   Office Closed Friday 

Contact us:  Tel: 0191 217 0808    Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk 

Check us out on:  Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk    FB: www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/  
 

Chairman’s Message 
At the end of what  can only be described as the strangest of years I wanted to write a 

more personal message to all the members of Northumberland Federation. 

  With the exception of some of our members who do remember the wartime years, for 

most   of us  this has  been the most  unusual  year imaginable.  Some of us remember the 

end of rationing, the three-day week, miners’ strike etc., but nothing has affected each 

and every one of us in the way that Covid 19 has.  

             We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to every key worker and we all know at least one, whether  

they be doctors, carers, teachers, food suppliers, local authority workers etc., and whether  they be 

family members or just friends. Of course earlier this year we showed that gratitude as we stood on our doorsteps and 

clapped for carers.  

We have all missed so many events, some of which we had looked forward to for a long time, such as a family wedding, 

and some not so happy where we were unable to say a final farewell to a friend or loved one. 

We have done our very best to keep in touch with each other and offer help where we could because one of the very 

worst effects of this virus has been the way it has caused anxiety and isolation for so many people. Here I want to say 

a huge thank you to you all for showing the true spirit of the WI by keeping in touch with your WI friends. 

Like you, I am looking forward to Christmas because I love it so much and I will not let Covid spoil that for me but I will 

remember the hardship and upset that it has brought to so many people worldwide. I hope that you will also take a 

moment to reflect on what has happened but I can say in all honesty that never before will there have been so much 

true meaning behind a simple phrase as we all look forward to 2021 and wish each other a Happy and Healthy New Year.   

I hope that my version of the Twelve Days of Christmas puts a smile on your face as you read it and that nothing AND 

I MEAN NOTHING will stop you all enjoying the coming Festive Season in your own special ways, maybe even creating 

some very new and novel Christmas traditions for your family. Please also remember that Santa is a key worker so all 

will be fine and Rudolph will have his nose polished, shiny and ready to go. 

Finally ladies, on behalf of the Board of Trustees and Nancy can I wish you all the 

very best for the Festive Season and indeed for 2021.  

 

      Marj x 

 

PS. This month you would normally receive information and application forms 

for the following year’s Council Meeting but as we do not know at this stage 

what restriction on numbers there may be we are holding fire and as soon as 

we have final confirmation regarding the event we will send details out. 

I was speaking to the very first President of Southridge, Jean Lawson, 

recently and she has been truly scaling the heights going up and down her 

stairs. She has apparently already left flags on Ben Nevis and The Matterhorn 

and coming up soon is Sugar Loaf Mountain, Kilimanjaro and eventually 

Everest. Well done Jean and don’t forget to leave a Northumberland badge 

on the top of the world. 
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News from the Committees…  

Craft  – Karen Coleman 

Here is a Winter competition for all members of Northumberland Federation of WIs.  

As it looks like the wearing of facemasks will continue for the foreseeable future, the 

Federation is launching a craft competition to: 

   ‘Make a mask for Marj’ 
To be worn by the Federation Chair at ‘official WI events / meetings’. The mask must 

represent Northumberland WI and be fit for purpose. The fabric closest to the face must be 

washable at 60 degrees minimum, the ear loops need to be adjustable for best fit.  Marj will 

try on each mask and photographed wearing her 5 favourites. These will be published in the Northumberland News and 

you can vote for your favourite mask - voting for one mask only and each member can have one vote. 

You can vote by phoning the Office at Cresswell House on 0191 217 0808 (please leave a message if no reply) 

or email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk. The top TWO winners will become the property of 

Northumberland Federation and to be worn at official events. When not being worn they will be displayed at Cresswell 

House then in due course when no longer needed, they will be kept in the Federation archives.  

Each entry is £2.50 (includes postage for the return of the masks not selected). The prizes are: First - £10 and Second 

£7.50.  Closing date for entries is Friday 15 January; voting in February Northumberland News, closing date for voting 

Monday 15 February 2021; winners announced in March Northumberland News 

Membership Support – Prudence Mark 
Hello everyone, I have spoken with the other WI Advisers 

and I am pleased to say that we are all well and in relatively 

good spirits and I hope that the same applies to all of you. 

This time of year can be very difficult for many of us with 

the days getting colder and shorter. Any bright days are a 

bonus for us all. 

I do hope that you have not thrown out last month's edition 

of the Federation newsletter when I wrote that you would 

be receiving your copy of WI Life. As you now know that 

did not happen, but we should have our copies this month in 

which you can read the five proposed resolutions. Decide 

for yourselves which one you would like to see go forward 

and tick one box. Then it is up to each WI as to how your 

Secretary will collect and collate the choices so that she 

can send in the results to Cresswell House. 

On behalf of all the WI Advisers I would like to wish you 

all a very happy, healthy and safe Christmas and we pray 

that 2021 will bring us all some light and joy. 

We are lucky that we are able to keep warm dry and have 

food to eat. Remember that there are many in this world 

who are much less fortunate. 

Sport & Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny 
Hard to believe it’s time for the December/January 

Newsletter. The build up to Christmas and New Year 

will be one of mixed emotions for all of us but in the 

WI spirit of positivity the Committee wishes all 

members a Happy Christmas and, as we see in 2021, 

let’s raise our glasses to a New Year which offers hope 

of better times that will include our quizzes, dominoes, 

beetle drives, carpet bowls, golf and so much more.

  

Combined Arts – Moira Bengtson 
A very simple wish for Christmas and 2021...that we can 

meet together safely again in the foreseeable future 

and that we all stay well to be able to do so. All of the 

exciting things that had been planned for 2020 will stay 

fresh until 2021, and I’m sure that we’ll have lots of 

new ideas too – including a mini Panto for the end of the 

year - oh yes we will... although this is the first time 

that our amazing Committee members have even heard 

of this      .  

The only way is up Ladies – and the strong, inspirational 

members of Northumberland Federation will certainly 

be up for fun and games in 2021! Sending virtual hugs 

and “Happy Christmas” to everyone x 

 

Here are the government rules regarding Xmas! 

No Nativity this year because the 3 Wise Men face a 

travel ban. 

The shepherds have been furloughed. 

The Inn keeper has shut under tier 3 regulations 

and had a slump in bookings. 

Santa won't be working as he would break the rule 

of 6 with Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner 

and Blitzen. 

As for Rudolph, with that red nose, he should be 

isolating and taking a test. 
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Treasurer – Norma Birch 

In view of the current situation please check your records 

to make sure all outstanding invoices are paid and subs 

payments are up to date. Wishing you all a happy Christmas 

and may your 2021 WI diaries be full once again next year. 

Denman Update – Marj Read 
ITEMS FROM THE NORTHUMBERLAND ROOM AT 

DENMAN 

At the end of October the items that were provided by 

Northumberland Federation for our room at Denman 

were returned to Cresswell House. I have been in touch 

with Jennifer Crisp who made the exquisite bed covers 

and matching cushion and she will collect them from 

Cresswell House in due course.  

However, about eight years ago the Federation 

purchased several new items of furniture and furnishings 

which have now been returned and which we would like to 

offer to members under a sealed bid system where the 

item will of course go to the highest bidder.  

In due course each WI will receive a copy of what is for 

sale along with photographs of each item, the dimensions 

and the lowest bid that we will accept to save anything 

going for a matter of just “coppers”. The items are in 

good order and the furniture is light oak. Full details of 

how to bid, when to bid and the closing date for bids will 

be available at the same time.  

Hopefully this will make some money for the Federation 

and some of you will have a lasting memento of a lovely 

place which so many of you have enjoyed over the years. 

You may be interested to know that the Hadrian’s Wall 

painting by Judith Taylor of Humshaugh which was 

donated to the Federation will in future hang at Cresswell 

House and the visitor’s book of comments that was in the 

room will go into the Federation archives. 

Details of how to put in a bid. This information should be 

made available to all WI members and will be on our 

Facebook page and website.  

Breaking news that has just come in is 

that Widdrington Station and 

Stobswood and South Gosforth have 

both sent in  donations to the 

Federation funds. Thank you so much 

for your generosity ladies, we really do 

appreciate it very much.  

Thank you to those of you who entered this year’s Lady 

Denman Cup Competition. Well done to all who entered 

and good luck to the three chosen to go forward who 

were: 

 Mary Carins – Kirkley WI 

 Shelagh Carter – Hexhamshire WI 

 Patricia Race – Humshaugh WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARJ’S TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS              
2020 STYLE 

1 Bubble with another household. 

2 Refilled planters at Cresswell House   
ready for Spring. 

3  “Big ticket ” Federation events cancelled. 

4  Times the beautiful Chairman’s badge has been 
worn in 2020. 

5 Festive face masks. 

6   Would even accept getting back to Rule of 6 
again 

7  Colours of the rainbows that adorned many 
windows in 

support of the NHS 

8   National zoom meetings attended by yours truly 

9  Newsletters published during lockdown 

10    Days in isolation for some at the very beginning 

11 Northumberland WIs who in 2020 celebrated 
special birthdays 

12   A wish that each of the twelve months of 2021 
will be happy, healthy, full of laughter,  

fun and all things that 
are good for you,  

your families, friends and your WI. 

Stay positive and we will all get through this together! 

December/January– drawn on 16 Nov 2020 

1st     175   Lorraine Dickinson Stocksfield WI  

2nd   100   Lily Cruickshank Heddon on the Wall WI 

3rd      75   Marilyn Taylor Nedderton & BedlingtonWI 

 CLUB DRAW  

Secretary Corner If you require any 2021 WI 

diaries or stationery contact Nancy at Cresswell House 

by emailing  federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk  or 

phone 0191 217 0808  

Secretary Enclosures: Financial Statement x2 and 

Annual Report form 
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Cullercoats pay tribute to the Fallen – Kim Suleman 

I am so pleased all the 16 Cullercoats WI Community Poppy Displays are now installed 

in the windows of various businesses throughout the Whitley Bay, Cullercoats and 

North Shields area.  

The project was a collaboration between Cullercoats WI and staff at the Newcastle 

Building Society in Whitley Bay. The aim was to raise the profile of Remembrance Day  

and unite the community and local businesses. It began last year with 3 small displays and  

this year we were determined to increase the number of displays. Whilst 2020 has been  

challenging, it has been an opportunity for many people of all ages to get involved and feel part of the local community.  

The displays are situated at various locations in Cullercoats, Whitley Bay and North Shields. The response from 

members of the public has been amazing and we want to thank everyone involved.   

 

 

 

Bloomin Loverly at Southridge …  

Despite only managing to hold one 

Southridge Flower Club Meeting 

before going back into tight 

restrictions, member Ellen Good has 

carried on arranging at home and what 

a lovely job she is doing too. Keep up 

the excellent work Ellen. 

Whorlton & Westerhope WI remember an old friend 

It is with much sadness that we announce 

the passing of our oldest and longest 

serving member, Mrs Joan Cole, a loyal and 

dedicated member of our WI community 

since she joined Whorlton & Westerhope, 

aged twenty, in 1944. At various times she 

served on the committee as Secretary and 

Vice President. In recent years mobility problems prevented 

her from taking part in our various activities but she still 

managed to attend our monthly meetings in her wheelchair 

and she will be sadly missed by all her many friends in the 

WI  A memorial service is planned for a later date. 

Season’s Greetings  

        Happy New Year!  and a 

Full of hope at Ovingham 
The WI initiated village wide snowfall planting, as a 

tribute to the NHS and as a symbol of hope for the 

coming year. An open planting event was planned, but 

that was impossible due to Covid Restrictions.  Our 

members made donations for 1000 bulbs and the 

Parish Council provided 2000 bulbs. 

On Saturday 24 October, with 

social distancing in mind, WI 

members, the Allotment group 

and Councillors planted them 

throughout the village. The 

school children  and  the Badgers 

had their own sessions. So hopefully in the dark days 

of January, the snow drops will lift spirits and hope for 

a better year ahead! 

Nedderton and Bedlington remember them – Marilyn Taylor 

This is a photo of Doris Younger (centre), Susan Sheehan 

Watson and Marilyn Taylor, laying a wreath at the Bedlington 

Cenotaph on behalf of Nedderton and Bedlington WI.  

We have a few ladies who served in 

the wars, Doris included, as well as 

ladies who lost members of their 

family. There could be no service or 

parade this year but we were invited 

by the  Town Council to lay a wreath 

in our own time. We did that on 

Sunday morning. 

Pegswood & Bothal are bagged up for their 80th 

Birthday – Sue Wilkinson 

We comissioned a talented artist, a teacher at the 

village Primary school to create artwork to use on 

reusable tote bags for our members. But when our 

birthday celebrations on October 6th could not go 

ahead as planned, we decided to use them as party 

bags and filled them with: 

A diary for next year, a hyacinth 

growing kit,  puzzle book, an 

afternoon tea hamper containing 

tea, biscuits, scone mix and 

homemade jam, tissues and hand 

sanitizer for when we can meet 

again, a birthday candle with the 

80th birthday artwork on, the 
proggy poppy kit prepared for our 

November meeting, a hand knitted 

heart, Champagne bubbles.  

We dropped these off for members on our birthday 

and all were delighted to receive them. Our planning 

Commitee are already preparing our Valentine goody 

bag for February, monthly newsletters and will 

continue to do so for as long as necessary. 

We wish all WI members in our Federation a safe 

passage through this pandemic 


