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NORTHUMBERLAND FEDERATION NEWS 
 

 
 
 

Federation Office Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn, NE13 6DS 

Federation Chairman: Marjorie Read 

Federation Secretary: Nancy Gash 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 09:30 – 15:45   Office Closed Friday 

Contact us:  Tel: 0191 217 0808    Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk 

Check us out on:  Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk    FB: www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/  
 

Chairman’s Message 
This week I looked at my royal blue WI diary for 2021 and hoped 

that I would be able to fill it with events, birthdays, holidays 

rather than this year’s very poor specimen of cancellations and 

blank pages. In this vein I thought about all the WIs who this year 

celebrated a special birthday and not only, in most cases, missed 

a party they were planning but also never received their 

certificates at the Annual Council Meeting which was postponed 

from April until October and then sadly cancelled for this year. 

We are all keeping everything crossed for 2021! Here, therefore is a list of all those 

WIs and along with the list comes very best wishes from myself and the Board of 

Trustees and a promise that you will receive your certificates in due course. 

Congratulations to you all and I hope you manage your belated parties next year. 

As you read this Norma and I will have done a two day meeting of the National Council 

all via Zoom. I could well be in re-hab from sitting for so long in front of a screen 

trying to have meaningful discussions with the other sixty nine Federation Chairmen 

and Treasurers along with the National Board and staff from 104 Kings Road.  

As I am sure you all appreciate, I receive a lot of messages from WIs and individuals 

on a very wide-ranging selection of topics and as you can imagine the regulations 

imposed by Covid are one of those subjects. As I write my message each month I can 

only stress the regulations that are in place at that time and we are all very well aware 

of how quickly things change - we know this very well here in the North East. We do 

still endeavour to let you know in the Newsletter what we would hope to do if and 

when the regulations go back to Rule of 6 or, even better, resumption for groups of 

30 or less. I know that as I write this any change soon is unlikely, but then so was the 

recent change in this area which was imposed overnight. Please bear with us on this 

and look at our website and Facebook page for up to date information between 

Newsletters. Questions about subscriptions continue to be raised and will, I am sure, 

be a topic for discussion at the Zoom meeting mentioned previously. 

Last month Norma mentioned that donations to Federation would be very welcome at 

this difficult time and I was absolutely delighted recently to open a card with a 

generous personal donation from former Northumberland Chairman, Marjorie 

Goodchild. Thank you so much for your help and continuing support to our Federation 

Marjorie.  

Please all continue to keep in touch with each other and, however hard it 

is, continue to observe the rules. Stay safe and smiling, even behind your 

 masks because your eyes will tell if you are.                  

                                                                   Marj x 

NOVEMBER 2020  

WI Birthdays 2020  

10 years 

Tynemouth WI 

25 years 

Halton Lea Gate WI 

35 years 

South Gosforth WI 

70 years 

Ashington WI 

75 years 

Prudhoe WI 

80 years 

Pegswood with 
Bothal WI 

85 years 

Langley WI 

90 years 

Hedgley WI 
 Hedley on the Hill WI 

Whorlton & 
Westerhope WI 

95 years 

Bardon Mill WI 
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News from the Committees… 
 

Craft – Karen Coleman 
“Try, try and try again”  

Just when the Craft committee thought it was going to be ok to run the paper cutting 

course the Covid situation put us in the another set of restrictions. So, having planned 

it I was a little disappointed that it couldn’t run. However, the names of those interested 

will be kept and when we are able to meet to learn I will be in contact to advise you as 

and when your meeting will take place.  We will not be beaten, we will run papercutting 

class as soon as local restrictions allow, so in the meantime please keep safe. 

I am hoping that the fabric-cally skilled  ladies  have been making their own  facemasks 

and possibly even masks for Christmas. Therefore, can I ask you to send in 

your ‘mask made’ pictures to share with the wider membership. Thank you.  

Keep remembering…  Hands - Face - Space  

 

Treasurer – Norma Birch 

I recently mentioned donations to the Federation and, 

as this was discussed by the Officers before going to 

print, I felt I ought to explain the reason for doing it. 

Most WIs (the exception being those who own their 

own halls and like Federation have not been receiving 

any income) have either paid a reduced hall hire or paid 

nothing during lockdown and neither have they had to 

pay for speakers whilst keeping almost half of the 

membership subscriptions they received at the 

beginning of the year. On the Federation side we keep 

less than half of the remainder of the subscriptions 

(the rest going to National) but we still have outgoings 

in the upkeep of Cresswell House, running of the Office 

etc, and in a normal year we rely heavily on the “big 

ticket” events to supplement our income. Subscriptions 

for 2021 have been extended until April so it will be 

some time before we receive our “normal” income next 

year. I hope that this makes our request more 

understandable. When lockdown is over the Federation 

is hoping to put on some events to help re-start social 

life for members and help funds. So watch this space… 

Public Affairs – Pat Douglas 
Sadly there will be no “trip” to Spain this year for our 

International Event but fingers crossed for 2021.  

Neither will we be making the journey to Dundee for the 

Mary Quant exhibition at the V&A.  But, the museum will 

still be there next year and a trip is still on the cards 

with, hopefully, an exhibition which will be of interest to 

us. 

Please be alert for possible scams. If you were previously 

exempt from having a TV licence you will NOT be asked 

to apply for one via an email but will receive the 

necessary paperwork by post.  Keep safe. 

   

 

Membership Support – Prudence Marks 
National Annual Meeting and Resolutions 2021 

If things go according to plan, the 2021 National Annual 

Meeting will be held in the Royal Albert Hall on Monday 

19 April.  Secretaries will have received in their mail 

from National the timetable for the resolutions which 

will be debated at this meeting but not voted on.  WIs 

will have the opportunity to discuss and vote on the 

chosen resolutions between late April and June, the 

result of which should be sent to NFWI by the deadline 

of 5 July.   

NFWI will notify WIs of the results of the 2021 Annual 

Meeting resolutions both in the August mailing and via 

the September edition of WI Life. 

Prior to that, the shortlisted resolutions will be outlined 

in the November edition of WI Life. Under normal 

circumstances these would be discussed at your 

meetings and your choices notified to our Federation at 

the beginning of February.  This year the Coronavirus has 

curtailed our meetings and so we would ask each member 

to: 

a) Read the shortlisted resolutions in the November 

edition of WI Life. 

b) Select the resolution you would like to go forward 

to the National Meeting. 

c) Relay your choice to your WI by whichever method 

your WI puts in place. 

The resulting choices should 

be notified to our Federation 

by your WI by the deadline of 

the 18 January 2021.   

Please do not waste this great 

opportunity to have your say 

on subjects which could have 

an effect on you, your family 

and the world around us! 

  If you have been a victim of fraud or  

  cyber crime, report it to Action Fraud 
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Update from Claudia Milne 
2019 Centenary Bursary winner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Marjorie,  

Hope you are all keeping well at the WI. This year has 

definitely been one of a kind. We could have never predicted 

the outcome of 2020 a year ago and its devastating effect 

on the world.  

Needless to say, all students and everyone I know are trying 

their best to keep a positive mindset throughout these 

challenging times.  

With regards to the end of my first year, it was different 

but one to remember for sure. A moment in history, that 

I’m sure will be taught in schools in years to come.  

I am so sorry to hear about the closure of the office at 

Cresswell House at the beginning of lockdown and all your 

trips being cancelled. But I am sure that in the near future, 

those exciting trips will be able to go ahead once again. 

Brilliant news that you are tapping into the millennial 

generation with your mastery of digital communication. A 

great way for all of us at this moment in time to 

communicate with one another, as we rally together to 

support each other.  

As I said before, it has been a testing time for me and many 

others. However, I do look back at my university experience 

with the fondest memories and happiness. From start to 

finish, I have met some brilliant, interesting life-long 

friends and had some great experiences along the way. 

With your help in particular; I have been on a handful of 

course trips including the Lake District and Hexham.  This 

has allowed me to put my learnt content in the classroom 

into practice, which for me was very beneficial. 

Unfortunately, my weeklong trip to the Scottish Highlands 

was cancelled due to Coronavirus, which was disappointing, 

but this will be rescheduled for this year coming. 

With regards to the time we went into lockdown, around 

that time I was preparing to undertake my first-year 

exams. The exams obviously were greatly disrupted... having 

to complete exams online instead of classroom based, either 

as coursework or as an open book 24hr exam. This was 

strange and nothing that I have experienced before but, in 

a way, something that would never of happened if this wasn’t 

going on! 

Hope you are all well and healthy. Speak soon. 

Claudia 

Hello ladies 

I thought I would send a letter to our last bursary winner Claudia 

who will certainly have experienced an unusual first year at 

University. Here is her reply and yes I know many of you are 

already very IT savvy but in my letter to Claudia I was explaining 

how Jill and Ian had managed to get both Dave and I up with 

Zoom etc. so that bit was just for me!!  Marj 

 

 

 

ACWW – Marj Read 
You will note that we have sent out the 

ACWW envelopes as we would normally at 

this time of year and would ask that you 

hold on to them until you are able to do 

your usual fundraising / coin collection 

and send them back to us when you can. 

Sports and Leisure –    Barbara Kilkenny 
With apologies for liberties taken with the original!!!          

“Events, dear ladies, events…” have overtaken our modest 

planning for the remainder of 2020. The committee can 

only continue to wish you all well and hope for better 

things to come. 

Greetings MCS Reps! 
November is…… MCS month.  

It is important that membership information on MCS is 

kept up to date as much as possible. MCS reps please 

ensure your WIs membership shown on MCS is up to date 

by Friday 27 November 2020. If your WI does not have 

someone to update MCS send in your paid membership list 

to the Office by Monday 23 November for Nancy to 

check it for you. 

It is important to ensure that MCS is correct at this time 

as National use the membership figures at the end of 

November to calculate how many membership booklets to 

issue next year. Also, these figures are used to calculate 

the rate for the delegates’ out of pocket rate for the 

National Annual meeting in April next year. Any problems 

please contact Nancy at the Office 0191 217 0808 or 

email federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk    

 

 

 

Domestic Abuse 
For information and support contact: 

Police: 999 press 55 when prompted if you can’t speak 

Victim Support: 24-hour helpline 0808 1689 111  

Refuge UK: 24-hour helpline 0808 2000 247 

  

As there is a growing 

interest in booking 

speakers on Zoom 

there will now be a list 

held at Cresswell 

House. If you require a 

copy, please email the 

Office. Thank you. 

 

mailto:federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk
tel:08%2008%2016%2089%20111
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    Please continue to let us know how you are doing and share your ideas for over the Christmas season. We would love to hear from you. 

Email the Federation Office by 10 November at  federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk.   Thank you 

Members’ Information: 

 

North Tyne WIs Alternative Annual Report 2020 from 

Irene Carse 

2020 - Lockdown 
January, as usual, started just fine, 

With ‘Travels in India’ from the Upper North Tyne. 

February’s workshop found us drawing ‘The Stell’, 

But then from March…?   It all went to Hell. 

Covid-19 took over the game. 

Life, as we know it, will never be the same… 

Meetings were cancelled, Speakers delayed. 

From that day on we’ve hoped,  

and we’ve prayed. 

Stay at home, Save lives, words clear and explicit. 

(Repeated so often, we could hardly miss it). 

No hugs, no cuddles, no socialising allowed. 

Isolate at home, keep away from crowds. 

Our hands and our homes have never been so clean, 

To try to combat this virus unseen. 

Loo rolls and pasta flew off the shelves, 

Sharing what we could amongst ourselves. 

Social distancing, up to now, unknown. 

What the heck’s that when it’s at home? 

Face masks are now the accepted norm. 

At least through the winter they’ll keep us warm... 

We’ve missed our families and all of our friends. 

It’s been so hard to comprehend… 

This is SO against what the WI stands for, 

And NOTHING like we originally planned for. 

I hope and I pray we’ll be together soon, 

The Holy Grail - Vaccine - making us all immune. 

2020….I’m not impressed. 

2021….Here’s to much less stress. 

This concludes the Annual Report for 2019 - 2020.   

(And good riddance I say…) 

Stay safe.  

Bags Galore at Blyth Spirit WI – Noreen Brent 

We decorated the bags, which contained a notebook and pen, a coffee 

coaster, made to match the notebook, a wrapped tea bag and biscuit, hand 

sanitiser and a pack of masks, a pack of tissues and a puzzle book, along 

with the latest newsletter. It was fun making them, but the best part was 

delivering them, as we got a chance to check up on everyone at the 

same time and have a little chat.   

The ladies were delighted with their bags and I'm pleased to say, they are 

all still very positive and looking forward to the next meeting, whenever it 

will be. 

 

Whey Aye go electronic!  – Deborah McLeod 

Whey Aye WI’s year kicked off normally with many great plans then, 

the Covid 19 pandemic brought an enforced break from WI meetings 

as we all got to grips with lockdown.    

To stay in touch throughout the 

spring, we turned to virtual 

activities on Facebook during 

our WI meeting dates which 

included: Members posted a 

photograph of themselves 

during lockdown and in April our 

WI Facebook page was flooded 

with colour and nature with  

photographs of their gardens. 

Therefore, Facebook was a helpful way of keeping in touch during 

those first months; 75% of our members use Facebook, and all but 

one of our members use email.  But by the summer it was decided to 

move monthly WI meetings onto Zoom.  

It was good to see each other as Katie-Jane 

Hermes talked about her career as a florist and 

her move to selling houseplants online during 

lockdown. We have also enjoyed: Sarah Slater – 

the history of Hampton Court Palace and its 

spooky sightings! A live bake-a-long with Natasha 

Caton who  also talked  about   her outreach work 

on her community farm.  Julie Rankcom talked about her love of 

handcrafted glass and turning her hobby into a business. For 

Octobers meeting we look forward to Peter Williamson who will speak 

about the moon landings.  One advantage of online meetings is being 

able to listen to speakers who are based outside of our region; the 

world is a small place on Zoom!  

Online meetings certainly aren’t the same as coming together to meet 

in person, and such platforms aren’t accessible or liked by everyone, 

but we hope we’ve provided an opportunity to stay in touch during 

this extraordinary year.  WI Life magazine and our Federation 

Newsletter ‘Northumberland News’ have kept us informed and 

connected to WI, and we thank everyone involved in producing those 

publications for their work. 

We hope you have stayed safe and well and are looking forward to 

the time when we can restart our WI meetings in person once again.  

In WI friendship, from all at Whey Aye WI.  

 

 

mailto:federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk

