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NORTHUMBERLAND NEWS 
 

 
 
 

Federation Office Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn, NE13 6DS 

Federation Chairman: Marjorie Read 

Federation Secretary: Nancy Gash 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 09:30 – 15:45   Office Closed Friday 

Contact us:  Tel: 0191 217 0808    Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk 

Check us out on:  Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk    FB:  www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/  
 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE   
Richard Wilson, much loved for One Foot in the Grave would have said, “I don’t believe it” and 

at this moment in time neither do I. 

I originally started to write my message on Saturday 5 September, and I began by saying how 

wonderful it was to mention the WIs that had now managed to hold their first post lockdown 

meeting. Move on to Tuesday 8 September and a very upbeat Board meeting with Hilary Robson 

telling us about Lowgate’s first meeting. I gave a report on my attendance at Cullercoats’s first 

meeting which was excellent and said that I was looking forward to the Old Hartley (where I 

am a dual member) meeting later in September. We had heard about meetings at Craster WI 

and at Widdrington Station and all was looking so positive until later that evening and the new 

Government restrictions on social meetings and the implications therein. 

I am hugely disappointed that for the foreseeable future meetings of a social nature, which 

sadly includes WI monthly meetings, are restricted both indoors and outdoors to a maximum of six people. This is such a 

hard blow after all the hard work done by individual WIs, Federation and National to move forward for all of our members. 

Many WIs have been meeting socially in parks and of course this is now illegal for groups larger than six. Also restricted 

to six are the many walking groups etc where members enjoyed a stroll or more strenuous walk together (suitably distanced 

of course) and managed to follow it with coffee and cake at a nearby café.  

Southridge WI had even managed to hold their first post lockdown Flower Club meeting at Cresswell House on the morning 

of Wednesday 9th and I am sure that you can guess what the topic of conversation was amidst the beautiful blooms and 

arrangements that were created. They have decided to carry on and meet at Cresswell House for the next few months but 

there will be two groups meeting, one morning and one afternoon and each will have no more than six members. 

 It does seem that we are all determined to carry on the best way we can as it all comes down to adapting to the regulations 

in place.  I know that Karen Coleman’s paper cutting workshop will go ahead at Cresswell House, but it will be restricted to 

five at each event instead of the hoped for eight. Thank you so much Karen for agreeing to still run the class, not only to 

bring to Federation some much needed funds but also to allow members to meet up once again to learn a new skill. 

I can only urge you all to do the very best you can and please keep in touch with each other. The Board and I will keep you 

updated with news and guidance from National and don’t forget our new strapline: 

HANDS                FACE               SPACE 

 

 

As you will see I have even kept it suitably spaced!  

Please stay safe and well and keep your efforts and stories coming into us at Cresswell House.     

                   

 Marj x 

 

OCTOBER 2020  
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2021 Diary Orders 
Ready now for pick up at  

Cresswell House. 

Please contact Nancy at the Office                          

to arrange an appointment  
 

Tel: 0191 217 0808 

Email:  
federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk  

News from the Committees… 
 

Craft – Karen Coleman 
Ladies, as I write this the rules about meetings are changing, however the 

ever-positive Craft Committee will not be beaten, we can be very flexible in 

these weird times. I do hope that you have been creating your own face 

coverings, as you would expect I have one that has my dogs on it!  

We have planned to offer you the Paper Cutting course at Cresswell House, and 

unless we are banned from meeting all together, it will go ahead with number 

as low as 5 per class to a giddy 10, so please consider supporting us. There will 

be two themes Animals & Flowers in October, (on dates 16, 17, 22 or 24) then 

in November the festive theme (on dates 6, 7, 16 or 21) all starting 10.30 until 

4ish.  The details are on the yellow application form included in the Secretary’s 

mail. However, if you don’t have a yellow sheet, make a personal application to 

Cresswell House directly with your £20.  The closing date will be 14 days 

before the event at 12 noon, and if it gets cancelled for any reason you will get 

your money back.  

The beginner’s quilters course was stopped in March due to Covid 19. Following discussions with the tutor Linda Jewson, 

plans are underway to complete it on Thursdays 5 and 19 November. If you haven’t had your info sheet, please contact 

the Office.  

I do hope you are focussing on your crafting during these somewhat ‘buoyant’ times. I am about to start ‘ye olde worlde’ 

painting by numbers, which seems to have had a major overhaul from the rubbish pictures I tried as a child. Ahaa! Just 

had a thought… that rubbish picture might have been due to my skill level. I will let you know once it is complete. 

Sue Malloy has been looking at the practicality of recommencing food demos at Cresswell House, it will be a very ‘select’ 

attendance, but she will be able to repeat the demo if it’s popular, as if it 

wouldn’t be…! So, I will keep you posted.  

I accept we have all been starved of learning new skills but don’t despair the 

positive Craft Committee will deliver, when we are allowed to hold 

gatherings. But in the meantime if you have any ideas of what you’d like to 

have a go at, please let me know via email on kacoleman1@outlook.com. Also, 

keep an eye on our Facebook page and web site for very up to date news.  

Take care and remember ‘hands - face - space.’     

 

Sport & Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny 
At yesterday's Board Meeting various plans were made. 

These included a date for a committee meeting, 

supported by all the members and Tai Chi 

taster sessions. I even had thoughts how we 

could still have our Christmas cake and 

cheese in December.  

However, last night's Government announcement 

reducing "gatherings" to six has made these plans 

impossible to achieve. Keep staying safe and well and 

watch this space.   

Combined Arts – Moira Bengtson 
Hello Ladies. I hope that you’re all managing to stay fit, 

happy and sane. The Combined Arts Committee have not 

had chance to meet as yet but have been keeping in 

touch by email. Watch this space!    Stay well, alert and 

safe.  

Treasurer – Norma Birch 

 WIs as well as the the Federation have 

been unable to conduct any fundraising to 

generate essential funds. We are always 

grateful to WIs who send in donations to 

the Federation and would be delighted to 

recieve any new donations WIs would care 

to make. Thank you. 

Congratulations! 

Norma Sales (Southridge WI) 

Winner of the Federation Competition - 

Advice I would give my pre-lockdown self 
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Helping Out a ‘Sister’  
Tynemouth WI embarked on a long-term recruitment project 

recently. Alison, the Secretary for Whaddon Night Owlers WI 

in Buckinghamshire, was planning her wedding early this year, 

before the word ‘pandemic’ was on anyone’s lips. Even then, the 

local register office had no openings until December. Having a 

family connection in Tyneside, Alison and her fiancé David had 

often visited Tynemouth and when she inquired at the North 

Shields registry office, they had an opening in August. Closer to 

the date, it turned out her chosen witnesses were unable to 

travel to fulfil their roles.  

She contacted Tynemouth WI to ask if any members might be 

willing to serve as witnesses. Peggy Robertson and Lynn West 

were up for it. They thought it might be fun if, rules permitting, 

to gather (distantly) outside to meet the happy couple, take 

photos and shower them with flower petals. Taking an excuse to 

get dressed up our President Rachel Crackett,  Vice - President 

Shelley  Lanser,  Secretary  Pat  Corbett  and  member  Debbie 

Grigsby all gathered, seeing 

one another for the first time 

in almost five months. We 

discovered that the newlywed 

couple plan to retire to 

Tynemouth eventually, so we 

hope we’ve potentially 

recruited a new member!   The 

Bride said:  

“We were thrilled at the response of the Tynemouth WI - they 

made our day so very special.  You can always rely on the WI 

ladies!"  

 

Members’ Information: 
Membership Support – Prudence Marks 
Just when we thought that we might be able to get back 

to thinking about organising some meetings and 

gatherings, all hopes have been dashed and we find 

ourselves almost back to square one! However, it was 

very encouraging to learn that some WIs have been 

making plans especially since some halls have been 

opening up once again. 

I cannot emphasise enough that staying safe and keeping 

well are two factors which are paramount at this time. 

We must remember that we are all volunteers and that 

there is no rush to open up buildings and have meetings. 

No WI Advisers will be going to any WIs for the rest of 

this year and we will just have to see what will happen in 

2021. 

I have already stated in a previous issue of 

Northumberland News what the treasurers and 

secretaries have to do instead of holding Annual 

Meetings. Since no planning can take place for any 

meetings in the foreseeable future, there is no need for 

anyone to worry about meetings. If anyone has any 

queries or worries, please ring myself (01665 578 533) 

or any of the other Advisers.  Remember that we are 

here to help you at any time.  

I appreciate that some WIs are able to to keep in 

contact and have meetings by using Zoom but not every 

WI is able to do this for what ever reason. Therefore I 

would like to encourage all Presidents to get in touch with 

their committees and make a plan so that every 

committee member has a list of a few members who they 

can contact at least once a month by phone. I know that 

some committee members in some WIs are doing this but 

it is not happening everywhere. In that way every 

member will be contacted. Hearing a human voice can 

make such a difference to a person's day especially if 

they are living alone. It is good to know that there is 

someone who is interested in their wellbeing. Keep well 

and stay safe.  

 

Southridge WI have flower power! 

 
Southridge WI held their first Flower Group meeting 

since lockdown on the 9th September at Cresswell 

House. Mary Davies celebrated her birthday, and all 

were happy to meet up again. 
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Sometimes, amongst all the 

angry posts, politics, global 

warming and stress, you just 

need a picture of a mouse 

sleeping in a flower 

Hexhamshire WI try out Denman Online 

We are all aware that Denman College has sadly closed, however, they have 

decided to produce a wide range of online courses which are excellent value at 

£5 per course. Courses are available in crafting, such as felting pictures, animals 

or jewellery, sewing and art activities. There are also cooking activities, including 

some aimed at children in addition to history talks, yoga and even singing along 

with ukuleles, all on Zoom. They are very easy to access, just Google 'Denman 

Online', choose your course, pay and you will be sent details and the Zoom link. I 

have taken part in some card making and felting workshops, the latter lasting 2 

hours. Both have been great fun and very inspiring. These courses are sometimes 

recorded and made available for a few days after the event itself. New courses 

are being put up all the time, well done Denman Online! 

 

Woodlands Park WI pay tribute 

It is with much sadness we announce 

the passing of two much loved and 

respected members of our WI. 

Maureen Gordon and Vera Denholm 

served on the Committee for many 

decades, Vera as Secretary and 

Maureen latterly as Treasurer and 

President for nine years.  

We owe them a huge debt of gratitude. They will be very sadly missed by 

all our members. 

Stamfordham WI get caught out at Kirkharle 

A socially distanced coffee morning was arranged 

at Kirkharle, birthplace of Capability Brown. The 

intention was to have a coffee in the marquee and 

a walk around the lake. True to form our August 

weather was unpredictable and heavens well and 

truly opened so we were given somewhere to sit 

indoors.   We didn't manage the  walk around  the 

lake but since we hadn't seen each other for so long it didn't really matter as 

everyone was keen to just chatter.  
  

Prudhoe in the park 
The photographs show Prudhoe 

WI having their first meeting in 

the park last month with the view 

of the beautiful Tyne Valley and 

also the book club having their 

first get together. Things are 

slowly getting back go (the new 

normal).   

Longhorsley WI Summer Outing 
What should have been Longhorsley 

WI’s summer outing ended up being a 

successful picnic in the Old Church 

Wood, Longhorsley, where 14 members 

and a Parish Councillor, came along to 

adopt 25 trees on behalf of the WI.  

We had a wonderful afternoon and 

thoroughly enjoyed meeting face to 

face again, in glorious sunshine. 

October– drawn on 8 September 2020 

1st     95    Embleton WI  

2nd    172   Margaret Turner Wylam WI 

3rd    165   Mary Dewey  Whey Aye WI 

 

 CLUB DRAW  Secretary’s enclosures ~ 

Applications for: Paper Cutting Animals & 

Flowers, Festive Paper Cutting, 

Northumberland News order form, 

Yearbook amendments x4 

   


