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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
As I took over the role of Federation Chairman in April 2019, I could never have envisaged
having to cancel my first Council Meeting due to a then-unknown virus called Coronavirus,
but such are the vagaries of life and we must respond in an appropriate and necessary way.
As you already know from a letter which I have sent to every WI, we have cancelled events
for April, and we are now calling off everything planned for May and June. Our Federation
Day is postponed but will run next year with the same schedule. If anyone would like
a personal copy, Karen Coleman at kacoleman1@outlook.com will email it to you, so you have
a couple of projects to complete whilst in isolation. Indeed, your own WI will probably have
suspended your meetings for an indefinite period by now.
Sadly, we have taken the decision to cancel the Federation’s visit to Denman. Although October seems a long
way off, we would have to pay the full amount for the courses well in advance of our booking and we need to be
very mindful of our finances at this time. Also, unfortunately, the John Lewis event which was due to take place
on the 11 June has also been postponed. They are very keen to work with the WI and we will be in touch later
when another date is arranged. This should be a great evening and super fundraiser for us.
As you probably know by now, the decision has been made to cancel the National Annual Meeting which was to be
held on the 4 June. This is a huge disappointment, not only to us, but to the Staff at National who work so had
to make this a special day for the members. The two resolutions chosen this year were “Stem Cell Donor
Registration” and “End Modern Slavery”. We await news from National as to how they will proceed regarding
the selection of this year’s resolutions. A letter about the cancellation of the meeting has been sent to all WIs,
delegates and observers and all necessary refunds will be sent out in due course.
Now I need to try to cheer you all up and give you some better news! We have been able to reschedule our
Council Meeting at The Royal Grammar School for Saturday 3 October 2020. I would ask that you refer to the
letter I sent out earlier which covers the delegate and ticket situation.
I was at Kingston Park Sparks WI’s formation meeting in February and it was lovely to
see so much enthusiasm for our wonderful organisation. I hope the WI lives up to its
promise of being everything you all want it to be ladies and very best wishes to you and
your Committee for the future. Also, Barbara Kilkenny and I went along to Morpeth
for a service to commemorate International Women’s Day where we heard some very
inspiring young women.
The Members of the Board of Trustees and the WI Advisers join me wishing you all
well during the coming weeks. Keep looking at our Website and our Facebook page
where any further information will be posted. Please remain safe and take whatever
action is necessary for the health and wellbeing of yourselves and those you know and
love. For those of you who are old enough to remember the phrase, let’s hope “normal
service will be resumed as soon as possible”!
Take care

Marj

1st
139 Beryl Ainsley
Shirley Tucker
Craster WI

2nd
34 Jane Bilton
Heddon on the Wall WI

3rd
127 – Hedley on the
Hill WI

Members’ Information:

Norham WI Soup and Sandwich Event
In February the ladies of
Norham WI hosted their
annual soup and sandwich event
for the local community.
Although the weather was a bit
unkind to us there was a
fantastic turnout, raising in
excess of £400 which is to be
distributed between Norham in Bloom and the North
Northumberland Hospice Care. Thanks to all our WI ladies for
making it such a success, it was hard work but well worth it.

Take a leaf out of Whey Aye’s book!
Whey Aye Book Club met on 5 March
which was World Book Day. The book
club started last year, and they are now
onto their 10th book. They are
supporting the local library by
borrowing the books through their
scheme.

