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NORTHUMBERLAND NEWS 
 

 
 

Federation Office Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn,   

Federation Chairman: Marjorie Read 

Federation Secretary: Nancy Gash 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9.30 am  – 3.45 pm  Office Closed Friday 

Contact us:  Tele: 0191 217 0808    Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk 

Check us out on:  Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk     
 Facebook:  www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/  

 
 

Marj’s Christmas Message  
Nancy and clever computer trickery  have been responsible for the latest photograph, as the hat 

on my head is not in my otherwise extensive collection of hats! 

It is very hard to believe that I am writing the last message for this year and the first one for 

2020 already although the weather has certainly brought out the winter coats, gloves and  

scarves for many of us. I just hope the snow doesn’t put in an appearance in the near future. If 

you have started your Christmas shopping, well done. I have just realised how many Secret Santa 

gifts I need so I had better get a move on.  

Norma Birch and I went to The National Council Meeting at the very end of October and the 

four words you will be hearing a lot of next year are; BOLD; GROWING; INCLUSIVE and FLEXIBLE as this is part 

of the vision for the future. We enjoyed a good weekend, discussing various topics and of course picking the brains 

of other Federation Chairmen and Treasurers. Unfortunately no one from our Federation was a winner in the 

National Raffle but the good news is that as a result of the number of tickets sold in Northumberland we received a 

refund of £807.31, so keep up the good work next year ladies and who knows we may get a winner. 

I was at the International Day at the beginning of November where I learned about Rington’s tea, Indian festivals 

and clothing and had a wonderful lunch. I had to leave after lunch and as I came away ladies were on their feet 

enjoying some Bangra dancing.  

I have been told very recently that the “expert Scottish Scribbler and award winning illustrator” (possibly his own 

words, I don’t know) Jonny Hannah will be working with the four museums that make up Museums Northumberland on 

a project about Northumberland folk and folklore next year and may be looking for information. So watch out in the 

next Newsletter in February for any further information. 

Out and about in the last few weeks has seen me visit Wylam WI’s Centenary lunch, Cullercoats 25th Anniversary 

where I was given a lovely badge to commemorate the event and Nedderton and Bedlington WI’s afternoon tea to 

celebrate their 90th birthday. They had an auction and I was lucky enough to bid for and come away with a beautiful 

Chanel scarf. Thank you to you all for your very kind invitations and wonderful hospitality.  

As we approach all the fun and expectation that Christmas and New Year bring I would ask you all to reflect on 

those less fortunate than ourselves and those that we have sadly lost this year. Here I have to inform members 

that Joan Brammer has died. Joan was a member of Bygate WI and a Vice Chairman of the former Tyneside 

Federation and will be remembered fondly by all who knew her.  

Finally, the members of the Board of Trustees, Nancy and myself wish you, your families and friends a very joyous 

Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful 2020.   

Marj 

 

 

 
 

 

Secretaries Enclosures:    ACWW envelopes, Hear All About It, Annual Report Form, Financial Statement Formx2. Council Meeting: Minutes 

of 2019 meeting, 2020 Agenda,  Council Meeting application form, Refund of Delegates Fare claim form. Event forms: Fish, Fish, Glorious Fish! 

Carpet Bowls Competition, Angels of the North – Notable Women of the NE.  The Clarsach Society Workshop 
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News from the Committees… 
 

Membership Support – Prudence Marks  
By  the time you receive your copy of the December issue of WI Life you will all be busy wrapping up presents, writing 

Christmas cards and making wonderful food for consumption during Christmastide. However I do hope that you will 

take a little time out and sit with your feet up to peruse and digest the five resolutions which are 

printed in WI Life. Make YOUR choice, tick it and take it along to your next WI meeting. 

Keep healthy, warm and dry and we wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas and a healthy 

New Year.  
 

Craft – Karen Coleman 
What a busy time the Craft Committee has had with the oversubscribed machine quilting, the oversubscribed 

marzipan fruits and the mega oversubscribed Christmas Crafts Day, & that’s just since last mailing! Thank you to 

everyone who showed us support & I am very sorry for those who didn’t get a place on the course of their choice. 

It’s a rubbish job making those calls…! Good news though, the machine quilting will run again, in the same format, 

over 4 days March 5, 12, 19 and 26 - coffee from 9 am, 9:30 sharp start, finishing at 3:30, cost £49. You will need 

your own machine with ¼ inch foot and walking foot plus your packed lunch. Preference will be given to those unlucky 

in last ballot so please note that on the yellow application form. 

Then the marzipan fruits will run again on 20 March 2020, again preference will be given to those unlucky in last 

ballot, same costs. Watch for the yellow application form.  

If you fancy a go at any of these please remember the date might not suit those unlucky before, so don’t put off 

applying if you want to have a go.  

More planning for 2020, Sue Malloy has agreed to do a series of food demos at Cresswell House first one being fish, 

25th March 2020, Coffee from 10 demo starts prompt 10:30. Priced at £12; yellow application form in this mailing, 

watch listen and learn then best of all taste…! 

A huge thank you to the tutors who have led the courses this year, especially those who have 

agreed to do repeats so fewer people miss out. The Christmas Craft Day ends our crafting year 

for 2019, but we have lots of things planned for 2020. The biggest date for your diary should be 

20 June 2020 for the Federation Competition day. 

Enormous thanks goes out to my Committee who never fail to deliver with a smile, the events we 

have planned, you have been fabulous. I would be lost or at least Billy-no-mates without you all…! 

Federation Treasurer – Norma Birch 
Just a reminder when sending payments to the office, please ensure that you write on the 

reverse of the cheque stating what it is for, be it subscriptions, events etc.  

Thank you again for your support and I wish you all a very merry Christmas.       

Combined Arts – Moira Bengtson 
Almost Christmas ladies, and time to substitute Baileys for milk in the festive coffee... 

As it’s the quiet time in the WI year I’d like to introduce the Combined Arts team and thank them for their whole-

hearted support this year: Sue Robinson (Secretary), Rosie Harden-Vane (Vice-Chair), and our hard-working, fast 

thinking committee members Kate Stobo, Shirley Jarvis, Christine Margetson, Caroline Stow plus our new recruit 

Jane Northwood who will soon be joining us. We’ve had great events this year, and I promise lots more to come in…  

Look out for back-stage visits to the Theatre Royal, Drama, and there will be more Arty Parties 

(Rennie Mackintosh!!). Also there will be fabulous “Music Rocks” evenings to re-live  your youth - 

we’ll do the wine and gin  to  go with  them... and you can supply your  own  recovery 

 methods!  Later next year look out for the “Northumberland Fringe” – if Edinburgh can do it then so can we!  

So, get thinking about how to showcase your talents ladies. Until then – have a wonderful time and huge thanks for 

your support too!  

Denman Ambassador – Hilary Robson 
Great excitement! We have booked Denman Collage, from Monday to Thursday the 26 – 29 October 2020.  

There will be three courses available. Further details to come…      

Please don’t 

forget! 
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Public Affairs – Pat Douglas 
ANGELS OF THE NORTH  ~ Notable Women of the North East 

On Monday 9 March 2020 (2-4pm) at Heddon on the Wall, to mark International Women’s Day, come 

and hear the authors of the above. Baroness Joyce Quin (former MEP and MP) and Moira Kilkenny 

explain the origins and span of their book followed by biographies of some of those featured.  These 

include Mary Astell, Englands first feminist writer and Catherine Cookson.  Other notable female 

politicians, scientists, explorers, artists and reformers will also be highlighted.  There will be tea and 

cake. Price is £7, closing date for applications is Monday 17 February 2020. 

Date for your diary - Saturday 27 June 2020 join us for a 2 day break to visit the V & A Dundee.  Price per person 

£115.50 (based on 2 people sharing a twin room)  Single room supplement £35 per person.  The exhibition being 

staged is “Mary Quant” so dig out your miniskirts.  Full details will follow. 

A huge thanks to all who were involved in our International Event featuring India and those who supported it.    

Sport & Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny 
As in 2019 there will be a Carpet Bowls PAIRS COMPETITION but with a change of venue. 

Cambo WI will host the event at their village hall on 7 April from 9.30 for coffee. The 

competition will start at 10.00 and finish 14.30 (approx). The cost is £12 per pair to be paid, as 

usual by your WI. The maximum able to play is 16 pairs and there MUST be 16 pairs for the event to take place. 

Cambo WI will provide tea, coffee and a light lunch, to be PURCHASED on the day. Closing date is 24 March 2020. 
Other confirmed dates include a Domino Drive at Stannington on 18 May 2020 (details and application form in 

February) and an evening Fun Quiz at Cresswell House on 23 June 2020 (details and application form in March).  

Looking for new ideas? Are you planning your programme for next year? The Sport and Leisure Committee has details 

about the following that you might consider: 

 Go-Ape at Matfen 

 Calvert Trust Activities – (Kielder) Sailing, Velcor Olympics, Zip Wire, Geo-Caching, Bushcraft, Canoeing, 

Climbing, High Ropes and King Swing and Laser Clay shooting. 

 Active Northumberland Activities at various leisure centres across the county. 

 Newcastle and Tyneside orienteering.  

On behalf of the Committee I would like to wish all members a Happy Christmas and a good start to 2020. We look 

forward to seeing you at events. As ever, any requests please get in touch.  

Speakers’ Corner 
Here are some new speakers for your consideration:    

Steve Watts will travel to all parts of the Federation with his talks which include Beatrix Potter, John Buchan and 

the 39 Steps, Sir Walter Scott and a History of Beaufront Castle near Hexham.  He provides his own projector and 

laptop. His fee is £50 plus travelling expenses depending on distance.  

Contact by telephone - 07702 728 131 or  Email: wattscoaching@talktalk.net  

Hayley Blogg from Scar Therapy Northumberland will travel the Federation to tell WIs about her work on scar 

therapy. She wants to spread the word that there is help out there for people having problems with scars following 

surgery or injury. Hayley does not charge a fee but requests travelling expenses.  

Telephone 07599 208 840 Email: hayley.blogg@yahoo.co.uk 

Fiona Swindell of the Alzheimers Society will visit WIs in the Newcastle and North Tyneside areas of the 

Federation to talk about ‘Dementia Friends’.  There is no fee but a donation would be appreciated if 

desired.   Telephone no. 0191 298 3989 Email: Fiona.Swindell@alzheimers.org.uk 
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Inspiration at Heddon on the Wall   

Marj Read recently did  a 

flower demonstration at 

Heddon on the Wall WI.  

As usual the last raffle 

prize was a do it yourself 

which included a container,  

a block  of  oasis  and  some 

flowers. The lucky?? winner was Elaine Hindemarch and this 

is her lovely creation. Didn’t she do well?  Keep arranging! 

 

Members’ Information:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newbiggin by the Seas’ Dolphins 
Has anyone seen the dolphins in 

Newbiggin Bay?! Did you know they 

were there? In October, Newbiggin 

by the the Sea WI learned from Dr Ivor Clark about the 

dolphins that made their home in Newbiggin Bay, having 

migrated down the east coast from the Moray Firth. He 

has set up a Dolphin Watch Association for anyone who 

wishes to partake in recording sightings. He gave a very 

interesting and informative talk about these fantastic 

creatures and cetaceans in general, including advice on 

the correct action to take when finding stranded 

creatures on the beach or in difficulty. You can contact 

him by email at dr.ivorclark@gmail.com  

 

  
Hair today, gone tomorrow!  

June May, a member of 

Felton & Thirston WI, 

'braved the shave' at the 

Macmillan coffee morning. 

This brave effort raised 

over £570, a fantastic 

result! 
 

Ponteland Village get tiddly 
Ponteland Village WIs subgroup: W.I.S.E (WI 

Something Extra) had a night of art with 'Tiddly 

Painters’ where seventeen members painted beautiful 

sunflowers! An fun evening that we all recommend, 

even if you think you can’t paint! For further 

information: www.tiddlypainters.co.uk or contact 

Karen on 07801 496706 

Craster WI – make 3000 poppies  

The construction of the memorial at 

Craster has been a real community 

project.  The idea originated with 

Craster WI and around 3000 poppies 

were made by friends, family and 

acquaintances. The fishing net was 

donated.  It took over 40 man hours 

 just to attach the poppies to the net.  The husbands of 

two of our members spent hours making the frame and 

securing the netting to ensure that it was not blown 

across to Norway!  
 

A  Christmas Crafts Day at Norham WI 
Norham WI hosted a Christmas Crafts day on 9 November 

for over thirty members from eight neighbouring WIs. 

After some tea and homemade   biscuits, everyone settled 

down to enjoy a full day of crafting that involved 5 

Christmas themed crafts including felt gingerbread men, 

origami boxes, ribbon angels, Christmas hats to decorate 

the tree and knitted Christmas wreaths.  

There was a delicious lunch 

followed by various homemade 

tray bakes. There was also sales 

tables and a raffle and the day 

ended with tea and homemade 

cream scones.  

It’s thanks to the hard work and support of our members 

that the day was so successful and that all of our visitors 

enjoyed it and went away happy with the gifts they had 

made. 

BREAKING NEWS! 

Well done to Longhorsley WI - the winners of the 2019 

Federation Quiz. Thanks to all WIs who competed right 

from the initial heats through to the final. Also huge 

thanks to Sue Malloy for once again setting a fantastic 

set of questions for the final. 

Longhorsley WI also got themselves into WI Life (pg 8) 

when they visited Isobel Shaw’s lovely garden in Cambo. 

Quick reminder. All details of the proposed resolutions 

for 2020 are also in this month’s WI Life. Please read 

carefully before making your choice as the proposed 

resolution (or two resolutions) that receive the most 

support will be the one(s) that go forward to the Annual 

Meeting at The Royal Albert Hall in June 2020 to be 

debated and voted upon by all the delegates attending. 

Your choice really does count ladies. 
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