NORTHUMBERLAND NEWS
NOVEMBER 2019
Federation Office
Federation Chairman:
Federation Secretary:
Office Hours:
Contact us:
Check us out on:

Cresswell House, 11/12 Brenkley Way, Blezard Business Park, Seaton Burn, NE13 6DS
Marjorie Read
Nancy Gash
Monday - Thursday 9.30 am – 3.45 pm Office Closed Friday
Tele: 0191 217 0808 Email: federationoffice@northumberlandwi.co.uk
Website: www.northumberlandwi.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/northumberlandwi/

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
It is an absolute joy to be able to fill a message with so many congratulations and pats on the
back for our members and I can start off by saying that we made it into WI Life once again.
If you look at page 11 you will see Kirsty Spreadbury from Whey Aye WI with Betty and also
see Katherine Hardy Western WI with Red. I know I am biased but aren’t Betty and Red
gorgeous?
Next it’s a huge thank you to all who entered the Food and Flowers Competition Day on 5
October and many, many congratulations to all those who won one of the coveted
certificates. As always the standard was excellent making judging a difficult task - so well
done and thanks to the judges too. I have seen a preview of next year’s Federation Day
schedule and it is fabulous so another well done to Karen and her Craft Committee who
worked so hard this year on all the events they put on for members.
I am now delighted to tell you the name of this year’s Centenary Bursary winner. She is Claudia Milne and was a pupil
at Whitley Bay High School. Claudia has now started on her BSc degree in Geographic Information Science at
Newcastle University. Although I personally was not involved in the interviewing process I can tell you that once again
it was difficult for the interviewers to make their final choice.
I feel like I am doing the Oscar’s or Bafta’s here with “and the award goes to-------“ … because I can now tell you that
following seven applications for the Ella Pattinson bursary for a course at Denman College, and great deliberation by
every member of the Board of Trustees, the winner is Diane Hiller-Hall of Hartford Bridge WI. I am sure that she
will enjoy her visit to Denman.
Well done to all those teams that are now through to the Federation Quiz Final on Thursday 21 November at
Stannington Village Hall where I personally cannot wait for a word better than “tittynope” to find its way into the
questions. If you weren’t at one of the heats just ask someone who was!
I can only end by thanking everyone who has invited me to their own special WI events in the last month and they are
Whitley Lodge’s 40 th; North Gosforth’s 40th; Rothbury’s Fizz and Fashion event; Chester’s Group event and Craster’s
October Meeting.
If I have missed anyone out it wasn’t deliberate and my thanks go to you all for your continuing support.

Marj
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News from the Committees…
Membership Support – Prudence Marks
Three reminders for you this month!
November is MCS month so please make sure your WI’s MCS entry is up-to-date.
If your WI is due to send a delegate to the National Annual Meeting in June 2020, please send
notification to the Office by the end of this month. If you are unable to send a delegate, please
contact the Office immediately.
Details of the short-listed resolutions appear in this month’s edition of WI Life and the subjects
are: 1. A call to increase potential stem cell donor registration. 2. Female crash test dummies. 3. End
modern slavery. 4. Time to talk about death and dying. 5. Protect our precious helium. Will all
members choose which resolution they would like to see on the National Annual Meeting agenda and
would WI Secretaries please notify the Office of the members’ choices numbers for each resolution
by the 12 February 2020. Do not send your choices to National – they will not be counted.

ACWW – Marjorie Read
Ladies this is just to let you know that since April this year and up to 30 September you have
already raised £1,404.75 for water projects and last Friday I had the pleasure of attending
a Natter for Northumberland coffee morning at Bardon Mill where the raffle for a beautiful
quilt raised another £61 so well done to you all with your wonderful efforts.

Craft – Karen Coleman
Well didn’t you do well? The Competition Day for Food & Flowers was excellent, judges’ comments were generally
very positive. One thing I heard more than once was, “…must follow the schedule…” So let that be a lesson for us
all; read the schedule once then read it again. It did say no artificial items in floral arrangements and use the right
size tin...! As you will see from the results sheet in this month’s mailing, some WIs did very well and some WIs
didn’t even put in an entry. Could I ask that for next year at Competition Day, which is themed on the Olympics,
your WI tries to put in one entry?
We are now in full festive swing in the Craft Committee, the Marzipan Fruits
making session with Noreen Brent is ready to start and some places are still
left. This one craft/skill acquisition will solve all your gifts for the foreseeable
future! The Christmas Craft Day is planned and ready to go. All four crafts will
be done by everyone who attends, orders for mince pies are sorted, festive
music located and it will be a grand day out as they say.

Christmas

Early next year, due to the popularity of the Machine Patchwork & Quilting 4 day class with Linda Jewson being
over-subscribed, she has kindly given us another 4 day class. You’ll need to attend all of the days. Please note on
the yellow application sheet if you were balloted out so that you will be given priority. Obviously those who wish to
make application on the first occasion will be welcomed also, as I suspect there will be spare places.

Federation Treasurer – Norma Birch
Thank you everyone who entered and supported the Federation’s Food and Flowers Competition Day. Beautiful
arrangements and interesting looking cakes. Thank you again.

Public Affairs – Pat Douglas
Climate Change Corner
To find out about the exciting

In next month’s newsletter you

events planned for 2020!

will be able to see how you and
your WI can reuse plastic to
help in this important issue.
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Combined Arts – Moira Bengtson
Can’t believe that it’s almost November already, and by the time you get this newsletter we’ll have enjoyed our final
“Arty Party” of the year! I’m trying very hard to persuade Rob and Lorna to do more for us next year – it’s such a
lovely way to spend an afternoon of being educated...with afternoon tea as an added bonus!
Sadly our Poetry and Cake afternoon had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers, but we had three more applications
which arrived after the closing date. Please, please make sure that your requests for places arrive in time. Perhaps
next year we should have ‘Poetry and Plonk’, and make it a cosy evening event...let me know what you think of the idea
ladies.
Our repeated Calligraphy course will be over by the time this is published, and it’s the last event of the year for
Combined Arts Committee, so I’d like to thank all of you for the support given to our events this year...we’d be lost
without you!! Enjoy the Autumn, and try to stay dry....

Sport & Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny
Here are some dates for your diaries for our events planned so far for next year.

6 April

Final of the Darts and Dominoes Competition at the Ridley Arms, Stannington from 7pm.
Supper is included for teams.

7 April

Carpet Bowl Pairs Competition. Cambo WI have kindly offered to host next years
event. There MUST be 16 pairs for the event to take place. Application will be
with December’s newsletter.

18 May

June

Domino Drive at Stannington Village Hall.

Fun Quiz date to be confirmed

Reminder! There are still places available for the Christmas Pudding Beetle Drive on Thursday 12 December at
Cresswell House – closing date Wednesday 4 December. It will be a great way to start the run up to Christmas so
why not send in your event form and come along and join in the fun.

Speakers’ Corner
This month’s new speakers are:
If you would like to hear about “The History of the Northumberland Tartan ” contact Hayley Harmison at
The Northumberland Tartan Company, Unit 9 Ashington Court, Wansbeck Business Park, Ashington,
Northumberland NE63 8AX or by telephone: 01670 852065 or Email: sales@northumberlandtartan.co.uk
Hayley will cover the whole Federation and will charge a fee of £40 + travelling expenses.
The Northumberland Honey Company – Luke and Suzie run a family business producing honey and
sparkling mead and will visit all parts of the Federation with their talk “From Bees to Bottle”.
Their fee is £60 and they will bring along samples and some products for sale. Contact them at Unit 7A,
Haltwhistle Industrial Estate, Northumberland, NE49 9HA or by telephone: 01434 322981 / 077525 34953 or
Email: lukeandsuzie@northumberlandhoney.co.uk
Additional talk:
Some WIs have enjoyed a talk by Dr. Ray Lowry called “Funny Bones and Wisdom Teeth”
and he now has a further talk called “Prescription Laughter”.
He will travel around the Federation charging travelling expenses only.
Telephone: 0191 2960689 / 07921 140778 or Email r.lowry@sky.com
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Members’ Information:
100 Club Draw
Congratulations!

Wylam WI
celebrated
their Centenary
by donating a
Story Telling
Chair to Wylam
library.

To the winners of the first draw of the
100 Club Draw 2019-2020

BREAKING NEWS! From Bardon Mill
The Natter for Northumberland coffee morning raised over £400
for Federation funds. Huge thanks to the Bardon Mill girls and to
all those from neighbouring WIs who attended and spent so freely.
It was lovely to meet up again with so many members and Dave says
thanks for the lovely cakes ladies.
You’re all stars. Marj

An Adoption Journey

Chairman’s Christmas
Coffee Morning

Saturday 7 December
10 -12.30

at Cresswell House
* Seasonal refreshments *
* Edible gift stall *
* Fabric sale *
* Craft and book stalls *
* SWISH / SWOP table *
PLUS the usual raffle and maybe more…
Application form with your WI Secretary

2020 Membership booklets –
delivery arrangements
The 2020 WI membership booklets
are currently being prepared, packed
with vouchers for discounts and offers. The number
of booklets each WI receives will be based on
membership figures on MCS. As November is MCS
month please take the opportunity to ensure your
WI records are as up to date as possible. If there has
been a recent change in a WI Secretary, please pass
the voucher booklets on to the new Secretary as it
will not be possible for a second batch of booklets
to be sent.
Delivery will be direct to WI Secretaries between 29
November and 9 December 2019.
If you have not received your WI booklets by
12 December please email the Federation Office.

Wingrove WI heard a very interesting talk from Erin Cavanagh
about the ups and downs of their journey through adoption and life
afterwards.
You can contact Erin on 01670 207 932 or 07590 575 256

Pegswood with Bothal ‘on the run’
Ann Hall, a member for over 30 years, is a prime
example of an energetic active member. Ann is the
first to admit that she is not a baker or a crafter,
but she enjoys the social interactions and the
support of other members.
Ann is not one for sitting at home relaxing, but more
likely to find her at the gym, walking and training for
the Great North run. Nothing unusual about that you
might say, but if you look at Ann’s birth certificate
you will see that she is 80 years old!
Last year she did a New Year’s morning dip in the sea
at Whitley Bay and this year’s challenge was to run half a marathon. So on
the 8 September she took part in the Great North Run. This year Ann
supported MIND the mental health charity which supports those who are
struggling with life and completed the race in 3 hours 41 mins.
The ladies at Pegswood with Bothal WI would like to congratulate Ann on
her achievement.

Like to share what you have been doing in your WI?
To provide contributions or feedback, please contact Nancy Gash, Federation
Secretary on 0191 217 0808 or Email federationoffice@northumberland.co.uk
Secretaries Enclosures this month:
Food and Flowers Competition – The Results! Event application form for the
Repeat of Machine Patchwork & Quilting 2020. Groups and Group Conveners
2019-2021. Forms for next year’s Stationery Order and the Affiliation Fees.
Tickets for the Christmas Celebration at St Nicholas Cathedral – Thursday 5
December 2019 (if purchased)
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