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CHAIRMAN’S SUMMER MESSAGE
Highlights this
Month:
 Whey Aye Coffee
Morning
 National Annual
Meeting 2020
 ACWW - Food,
Flowers and Water
 Marzipan Fruits
 International
Event - India
 Poetry and CAKE!
 Treasurers’
Workshops
 Archive News
 Invitation from
Netherton WI

I have to hand it to Nancy, I have no idea where she keeps
finding the different photos for each Newsletter, but my guess
is that by the Christmas edition I shall no doubt be sporting
some sort of Festive headdress that she has found on Clip art
or some such thing.
Nattering for Northumberland is now well underway with the
very first event being at The Cheviot Group where Janet
Laycock officially retired as convenor. I want to say a big thank
you to all convenors who do an excellent job for their groups, but
I think Janet deserves a round of applause as she has done the
job for 25 years. Janet also managed, along with her partner in crime Jen Dover, to get “ in
the picture” in this month’s WI Life sitting on the wall outside the Bournemouth Conference
Centre waving to everyone. What will she do now she has “retired”?
There was a fantastic Midsummer Quiz night at Cresswell House, a trip to Sion Hill Hall,
lunch at The Barrasford Arms, a 40th party at Lancaster Park and a visit to Warden in
Hexham- phew! The question has been asked about what the “longsuffering” Dave thinks. I
can confirm that he is more than likely on a golf course and very happy with the cakes I
bring home.
As I am writing this I will be going tonight to meet the ladies of our newest WI in North
Shields and I wish them a warm welcome to the WI and every success for the future.
I hope next month to be able to give you details of our new website which is almost ready
and I know that many of you will use it to keep up to date with what is happening around the
Federation.
It is with much sadness that I have to tell you about two former Federation/Executive
members who have died recently, Elizabeth Florence Bell, better known as Ding and Wendy
Ions. Our thoughts are with their family, friends and their WIs.

34
Elizabeth Thompson
Heddon on the Wall

119
Pamela Lamb
Ulgham WI

137
Robin Piette
Wylam WI

Whey Aye held a fantastic coffee morning and raised a huge
amount for Federation and Maggies so a very big thank you to the
organisers for both of those events and as you read this the first
Chairman’s Coffee Morning will have been held at Heddon on the
Wall and so again thank you ladies.
Finally, (thank goodness you all say) I know that many of you
don’t meet in August so for any of you going away, I hope you
have a lovely holiday and for those who meet, enjoy your
August meeting and if you do anything out of the ordinary do
let us know or even send it to WI Life and see if
Northumberland can get in again.

Marj
PS. Please note that the office will be closed for two weeks
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from 5 to 16 August. Thank you

News from the Committees…
Membership Support – Prudence Marks
National Annual Meeting 2020
Plans are now in place for the National Annual Meeting next year which we hope will be held in the Royal Albert
Hall, London on Thursday 4 June – a wonderful venue and great experience for anyone who has not attended a
National Meeting in the past. Our Federation’s Link List is being sent out with this month’s mailing, together with
the request and information for delegates. Would WIs PLEASE take note of this information and help us with our
arrangements for the meeting by complying with all the dates mentioned.
The WI Adviser visit request form is also included with the mail. Again, it would be very helpful for us to receive
completed forms back in the Office as soon as possible.
We are looking forward to seeing new members at the social evening arranged in Cresswell House on Tuesday 24
September – an idea of numbers attending would be appreciated by the end of this month.
Happy holidays to everyone!

ACWW – Marjorie Read
Just a little reminder that Northumberland members chose to support the sustainable water projects this year
and with that in mind our favourite demo duo of Sue and Dorothy will be providing a tasty vegetarian meal and I
will be doing a flower demonstration on Wednesday 11th September from 7.00 to 9.00pm at Cresswell House. The
cost is £15 and application forms are with your secretary or events organiser.
Thank you all for your continuing support.

Craft – Karen Coleman
Well, who noticed that I sent out the information on the craft committee yellow paper and failed to mention it in
my message ?…10 points.
Marzipan fruits will be created under the skilled tutor of a fellow WI lady Noreen Brent. I
have seen the examples of what you will be making and I am very impressed. This single skill
acquisition will resolve your ‘want to give for presents’ for the foreseeable future, they are
that versatile beautiful and delicious. All for the crazy price of £ 12.
The Craft committee are planning next year’s events, so if you have anything you’d like to have
a go at then let us know and we will do our best.
I hope you all enjoy the local shows around the Federation and if you can get me a schedule I would much
appreciate it.

Public Affairs – Pat Douglas

Just a gentle reminder that Organ Donation Week starts on 2 September this year.
This year’s International Event is about India. On Thursday 7 November, please come and join us at Stannington
Village Hall for a trip to exotic India. Learn about its history, tea, fashion and dancing and taste some authentic
Indian cuisine. Cost is £19.50, closing date 17 October. Details are with your secretary.
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Combined Arts – Moira Bengtson
What a baptism of fire!! Those of us from Hexham survived the total loss of power on our
original bus, and we only lost an hour of our day as the replacement arrived promptly.
Huge thanks to the tea/coffee angels who put the kettles on - and to everyone for their
patience whilst waiting. Thankfully, Northallerton and Sion Hill Hall were worth waiting for
and fabulous in the warm sunshine.
The next event is “Poetry & Cakes” on Thursday 26 September, 1.30pm – 3.30pm at
Dinnington Village Hall, NE13 7LD, and costing £10. Bring along your favourite poems to
read out – whatever pleases you or perhaps makes you laugh – accompanied by lots of tea
and delicious cake. Closing date is Wednesday 18 September, please apply soon – it’s a
lovely, relaxing afternoon and we look forward to seeing you there.
Finally, our third and final “Arty Party” is on Wednesday 16 October, 2pm ‘til 4pm,
featuring John Singer Sargent expertly presented by Rob and Lorna Cunningham.
Combined Arts team are hosting this at Cresswell House with a fabulous afternoon tea –
and all for £12! Applications are with your secretary now, limited places available and
closing date is Monday 7 October.
Hope to see you all soon, there’s a definite theme of cake going on here!
Happy “Summertime” ladies – are you all singing now?

Federation Treasurer – Norma Birch
In November we are to hold another Treasurer’s Workshop specifically to explain how to maintain the Account
Book and complete a Financial Statement.
Thank you Whey Aye WI for a successful coffee morning and sharing the proceeds with the Federation. Also
thanks to all those who attended Marj’s Chairman Coffee Morning. All members efforts to support the Federation
are much appreciated.

Sport & Leisure – Barbara Kilkenny
Reminders and notes for planned events.

15 September

17 September

Car Treasure Hunt

Golf Challenge at Matfen Hall

This event now starts at

Closing date: 2 September

Prudhoe Community Centre
NE42 5ET not Eastwood Park
Closing date: 2 September

16 September
Ten Pin Bowling, Hexham
Closing date: 2 September

15 October

All the Fun of the Fair
Although not mentioned on the application tea,
coffee, sandwiches and cake will be available to
purchase on the day.
Closing date: 1 October

This month’s Secretary Enclosures: Information for delegates attending the
National Annual Meeting 2020 and link list. WI Adviser booking form.
Event forms for: Poetry and Cakes, The Final “Arty Party”, Treasurer Workshop,
International Event – India
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Members’ Information:
Ship Ahoy! At Newbiggin By the Sea

A talk that left Stannington buzzing

Newbiggin by the Sea WI had
an extremely informative and
interesting talk accompanied
by a visual presentation by
The Friends of the LV50 Lightship, a voluntary
group who promote the heritage of this unique
wooden lightship, moored in South Harbour,
Blyth. Built, 1979 by Fletcher Son and Fearnall
in London, she was bought in 1952 by the Royal
Northumberland Yacht Club, who have lovingly
restored her. It is open to the public between
April and September on the last Thursday of
the month. A highly recommended talk.

Northumberland Honey shared their passion for
bees, bee keeping and conservation recently at
Stannington WI and how it led to the creation of the
UK's first Sparkling Mead.

To arrange a talk at your WI, contact
Doreen Humble at the Friends of LV50:
secretary@friendsoflv50.org.uk

Archive News
Last year in Northumberland, we were very
lucky to celebrate with eleven of our
original WIs the year of their Centenary
Birthdays. Following on from the interest
shown by our members in the fascinating
history they discovered about the women in
Northumberland, there is another treat in
store.
Two WIs – Cambo and Wylam mark their
Centenary Birthdays on the WI calendar
this year, so we will have a small exhibition
to honour them, upstairs in the Archive
Room at Cresswell House

If you would like to know more about their work
contact Luke and Suzie at Northumberland Honey,
Tel: 077525 34953 or email:
lukeandsuzie@northumberlandhoney.co.uk

You’re Invited!
To an afternoon fundraiser for Maggies
and Nethertons’ 100th in 2021
2 – 5 pm on Wednesday 21 August 2019
Netherton Village Hall.
All Welcome. Drop in anytime!

Climate Change Corner
If you think it is not worth it…
A small contribution can mean a lot!

2 September – 9 October
10:30 – 15:30

Come and see (and read)
how it used to be!

Ashington declares #War!

SPEAKERS’ CORNER

Amendment: Dawn Yeamans (mentioned in February 2018) no longer wishes to be included in our list of speakers with
her talks on dance for health. Please remove her details from your records.

Update: In addition to her demonstration of decoupage as mentioned in November 2018, Clare Rebucha will visit WIs
with a hands-on demonstration of glass painting. Fee: £50 per session plus £2 per person for equipment – everything
included. Will cover the Tyneside area and travel as far north as Alnwick and out west to Hexham.
Telephone: 07526 277 765. Email: clare.rebucha@yahoo.co.uk

Update: Mr. Mike McCoy, whose talk about Newcastle Old and New was mentioned in December 2016 / January
2017, can now arrange a guided walk in Newcastle for WIs. Contact him on 0191 217 1467 or 07865 923 716 for
further details.

New Speaker: “Search” is an organisation based in Benwell, Newcastle which helps to provide activities and advice
for older people and their carers in the West End of the City. To hear all about the organisation “Search”, contact
Chris Tait, Volunteer Co-ordinator on 0191 273 443. No fee for the talk.
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